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Thl» *!• « polltlc«l •rtlcX« fir«C %nd forcaott «nd should not 
b« sxpoctsd to provldo hiofrsphlcsl dotalIs whore those have 
no reiovsBco to the aain arfwent. It Is concerned vlth trjlng 
to azplala how Valter Rodney's return to Guyana affected the 
pace of things at hotte» affected the working people's eoveftent 
for freedom and the patriotic woveaent for freedowi and led to 
the aodlflcatloo of the state aztd Its organs. 

Apart froa hie Interest In this African revolution and his 
uaafulness to it» end the historical work ha was conducting on 
that scene, one thing which kept Rodney out of Guyana for a 
few extra yeere wee the racial cleavage which had taken place 
aaong the working people. A political ecene which had as s 
msln tendsncy pelicicel*rsclsl polarisation would have been a 
' very inhoepiteble one for hla to return to. 

When at leet he applied to the Vniveraity of Guyana for the 
heedehlp of the Hletory Depsrteent to teech one of hie 
favourite subjects, Coipsrstlve Revolutions, aany of his 
psrtlssne end sdalrere in esny countrlee of the Weet eeked 
whether it wee eefe for hie to work here. The eoet pointed 
enquiry case fro« MDolce Jerdioe In a direct queetion, "Can he 
work here? Can he survive?" 

Hy answer was equally direct. It wee a etrelght yea, but ny; 
answer wss to a narrow political queetion: whether Che 
clcevegee in race relatione were eufficlencly breeched to 
permit him to achieve concrete resulte. The queetion may have 
had othar political dlaenelone end conceme «Alch were not 
visible to me at the time. Tbs enewet to the queetion wee 
correct eo far ee the queetion~wae testing a political potential. 
Seen ee a teat of physical survival, the answer wee hopelaesly 
wrong end shortelghted. 

One can say chat the cleee forces in Guyana developed in such 
e way that political rasponaea of Che people can be predicted. 

Vc can say chat the predicted response is due to the 
consciousness of the working people and marginally to Chat of 
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other social groups which plej sad have slwsys pished s key 
role in the forws^ aove^ent la our countries. It is not certsla 
that dess forces slooe csa account for the particular raspoose. 
There has always been aoae thing in the Guyanese under standing 
of life chat responds to outstanding scholars. This is true of 
Boat fomaclve economies. There la particularly an e?en 
stronger soBSthlng that responds to the ▼ictln of oppression, 
tfben outstanding scholarship and vlctln are both combined in 
the saiae person, the sire end weight of the response rise 
accordingly. This was the case with Valter Rodn^. 


E>ROr*HE:T OF SELF-EMANCIPATION 

Valter Rodney was concemsd, froa the tine of bis awakening, 
with the destiny of the poor. Bis activity off the canpus at 
the University of the West Indies, Mona, Jaaaica showed this. 

He was concerned with the deprivation of the oppressed classes 
inside any given country and also with the oppression of the 
subject peoples of the esrth by oppressing nations. In relecion 
to ths fate of the oppressed classes in s given country, he 
b^ieved that they auet discover thenselves in order to 
understand their historic nisslon in their own oppression. Froa 
the outset, Rodney knew thst the easneipation of Che oppressed 
could be brought about only by the oppressed theBselves. Thus 
it was useful for Chose who had knowledge, or were in the course 
of getting knowledge, which the very Institutions of oppression 
had kapt froa then to point their vieioo In the direction of 
that knowledge and open up their eppetite for self-discovery. 

There Is nothing in this that can be In conflict with Marx, 
and if it is, then it only shows thet Har^cisa has a potential 
for growth and la not a closed Bible es sobs regard it. Looking 
at cha Indian scene In IBS! Karv also saw chat the saanclpatlon 
In his Bind had see tied down In s state of non-BOtlon. Mem* a 
views on the future results of British rule in Indie drew this 
cooBent: "Karl Marx, it Is true, wrote like e BOdem llbersl 
when dealing with Che iopect of Bnglend on Indian civillaation. 
England, it is true. In causing s social revolution in Hindustan 
was actuated by the vilest interests and was stupid in the 
Banner of enforcing thea". And be quoted Goethe, ''Should this 
torture then toraent us since it brings us greater pleaeure?" 
("Scars of Bondage" by T and B Kvayana) 

Everyone knows the story of the Jsasics drsas. Ths restless, 
downtrodden Janalcane who were Influenced by the trensalasloo 
of Rodney's Bessege, the good news of their busan worth and 
the new class conaciousness which was reinforcing proletarian 
or working class self-consciousness could not be tolerated by 
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the CerlbbeeD afrck-bourgeoiele tny mott Chu God could _ 
tolcrete rebellloo In Beeven. 

The Ideee p<^lnrleed by Rodney hed becoae enough of a force 
in Jeselce to lead the Jaaalcan govenaent to apply a epeclal 
technique In euppreeelng vhat they aav an the niechlcf. They 
waited until he had left the country to attend a Black Urltera' 
Conference In Canada and then banned hln froa re-entry. The 
spirit of the episode and its deep algniflcance for Jaaaican 
society are captured In the novel Joey ryaon by Andrew Salkey. 

For Che sore structural results of Rodney's activity In 
Janalca» one auat eranine the whole llberecloo novaaent dating 
(tom that tine as It has expressed Itself in every pert of the 
Caribbean to Che preaeot day. 

When Rodney returned to the Caribbean - for be returned to 
the Caribbean rather than to Guyana only - cHa organisations 
tfhlch hsd been fonsd or had been rsdlcsllsed In the wake of 
the Janalcsn etrugglea had all becoae Inportant In their own 
locations, with the exception of NJAC, all of than had noved to 
Marxian as e tool of national liberation. BJAC did not accept 
the testlnony of Marx, especlslly since naoy of ite propoeltione 
had long becone part of the general culture of every revolution 
and of such of the spirit of scientific enquiry. ACU1 sccepced 
Marx but had never accepted the need for a aiogle orthodoxy. DLH 
had gone through the fire of etructural analysle and waa eeeking 
to base Itself In the needs and eapiratlons of the Dominican 
poor. The various caapuaea had founded their fomaa and were 
gearing theaselvea to be of service to the vorkinf people's 
rebellion igslnst the cstablishasnts. In St Vincent, St Lucia, 
Guyana, Grenada, Belite, Surinaas: a whole cluster of 
organlistlooe was bom with the ala of breaking with the old 
society Inspired by l^erialiet Europe and preparing the people's 
intervention on the stage of history. The most draaatlc 
developBsnc was the February Revolt of the aasaes in Trinidad & 
Tobago. 

Guyana %ras one country in which the eleaent of orthodox 
doctrine was never absent froa political disputation. The PPP 
eaerged as the spokesaao of orthodoxy and the Unlced Force with 
its Western orthodoxy cleiaed its origin in the need to depose 
Che PPP and save the country froa cosunisa. The PMC had two 
approaches: In the drawing rooas it was antl'-comniat as it 
was St the level of asss aobilisstion. It took a full pare In 
Che anti-Cuban hysteria and the enti-Koresn, anti-Soviet 
exciteaent. For the record, however, in formal public 
preaentationa, It was "non-coMunlac rat bar than antl-coBunist" 
and In left circles opposed only Che adventurism in the PPP. US 
White House aides who interviewed the PNC Leader found him 
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"flnlj anei^caHunlac" toA on Ch«c baala vs4 oo tha coodltloo 
that be vork for aultlraclAlleB, decided to uee tbelr diploMClc 
clout to force Brltela to cbeage the votlat The US 

Intereet lo suitIcaclellee wee aot out of concern for Gujaneee. 

It vae put aa a eoodltlon to enaurc that tbelr candidate leader 
and hie party would hare a baae for continued reflection in 
spite of the relatively enell Afro-^vycneee vote. Ferhape It ie 
In oVedlence to thie condition that the PKC baa created by 
fraudi a miltlracial electoral conatituency without nultiracial 
support, and at preaent. with little voluntary eupport at all. 

NJAC, one of the offspring of the kodney renalasabce, has run 
Into «uch crltlcisn becsusa of the Loog-ten e^besis they have 
laid on Che culturel aepecte of l^erlallen, not, ae som 
unfairly claln, to the neglect of Che economic and political 
aapecca. NJAC beceae an authority on tba cultural aapecta of 
loperiallsn In tba poet^'indepenJence Caribbean aoclaciea, and 
since energies csnnot be epent in two dlrectione at the asne 
tlna, atagoatad aa a aoclal political force appealing not only 
to the converted, but to the neases at large and Che patriotic 
elesanta *> a very eesentiel erea for a revolutionary organlaaclon 
to include in ite work, thle overfsgihaele on the wreckage of 
Africeo tradition# on the eoul of the Caribbean nan and the 
AsIan/Indian paycha helped to present NJAC as Chat kind of 
organiaaCion, with only a secondary Incarest In the battle for 
ceooonic survival and advance on the Western nodel. 

Apart fron cultural inperlaliea*, there ie, and few serious 
scisQCific nlnds will concsst this, aoochsr evil into which 
third world rsvoluclonerIss, sspaeially in Che Caribbaan, are 
prone to fell* It ie the upf ide^own of cultural Isperlalisn. 
Thia evil*which baa harmed our inatitutlona, our neene of 
cosmunlcetiOQ, our strengche end our effectivenese in nany 
places, is the l^ortetlon by us of orthodoxy, styls, phrase 
and even nood fron thie or that revolutionary base in another 
pert of Che world. 

This is one of the allaeots agelnst which Welter Rodney's 
Ideological nske up wee alnoat conpletely iBune. Hla political 
students, including ny %nfs, did not lesvs his courses spouting 
slogans and quotstioos from tbs grssc nssters, but with soas 
covpetsncs In the arc of sxaainlng Che eociel reletlons and 
trying to diecover the social action, or at Isaac with a aense 
of the need to do thie as sn laportant politicsl task. His 
students left his courses interesced in discovsring the story 
of the oppressed classes, and not of these only, and learning 
of their efforts and Halted successes in the destiny of aelf- 
eviaDcipaCloa, for which, Rodney caught, tbsre was no subsclcute. 
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OOVBRWORS SAV NO 
THE EEORLE SJW YES 

Tlw regiae in Guyana has altlad, or aoughc to alalaad, forotfn 
folltieal laa4oro about Ualcor Rodnay'a diraetloD and lotaotlona. 
Tba Prlaa Klniator of Trloldad^4 Tobago waa aaaurad by tha 
Guyana govorsMit that* todnay uaa killad by tbe C1A« vbaraaa 
anochar «aa InfoTtttd chat Rodnay «aa an agaat of tha CIA, and 
chua had not vutad to work In tba Oolvaraity of Guyana. Otbar 
iwlcy blta of goaaip wnra acattarad In varloua dlraetlona, aa 
thought bultabla to tha baarara. 

For tbaaa raaaoM v« ahall tty to raeaptura tba claa of Walcar 
Rodnay'a ra-aotry to bia honaland, bafort going on to aalact 
tha l^oreant wnya la which ha balpad to accalarata poaitiva 
Candcnelaa which had bagun Co appear and tba paca of popular 
raballloo. 

Tha Aeadaalc Board of tha Oolvaralty of Guyana had altaady 
takan Ita dcelaion to appoint Valtar Rodnay to tba beadahlp of 
the Riatory departnant, when a cartaln Mlnlatar, Kr Hanilton 
Graan, ratumad to Guyana fron a wialt to Tanzania and bagan to 
ba quoted aa aaylng that be bad laarnad thara that Ro^^ey had 
bean a ''aacuxlCy riak” and bad bean thrown out of Tanaania. 
Apparently working «i tbaaa pratencaa, Mr Hnlltoo Graan wooed 
CO batva Rodnay'a appolntwanc raaclndad. Tbe appolntwant waa 
caaclndad on tba ordera of tba rulera through eba Dnlvaralty 
Council, dowloatad by a large PRC taaw beaded by Graan and 
Including alawenti of tbe aaeurlty forcaa. This coefiraad 
Rodnay'a anclualon frow tbe unlwarslty of bla dwfr'oativn land. 

It wma tba aacond tint that tba FRC bad rcCuaed Rodnay'a 
aarvlcaa at tba Dniraralty. Tha JUrror of October 24, 196B 
carried cha baadUtke "DG Govamora Say Ro to Rodney". Tba 
rejection of bla application vaa nowad by Mr T Aneon Sancho and 
aacoodad by Vinaton Varbaka of tha Guyana Hina Vorkara Union. 
Parhapa it vaa ao aoon after hla axpulalon frow Jawalca -by 
Burnhtf'a ally. Shearer, that no ocke thought tba Incldant worthy 
of coaaant. X, for one, would not recall it without tba aid of 
cha paper cited. 

Tba aacond rejection vaa about Auguae 1974. Aa aoon aa Uia 
Council*a daclaloo bacawa known, ebara vaa a rallying of forcaa 
dafanca of Rodnay'a right to teacb at cha Unlwaraity of 
Guyana and in dafanca of Cha right of Guyanaaa atudanta Co 
banaflc frow hla taachlng. Ha waa already wall known aa a 
Karxiac hlatorlan, a aoldlar of tba African rwwoluCloo and a 
partlaao of a wultlracial working people*a wo vew ant. In hla own 
phraaa, nonTacial working peopla'a wovewant, and aa an original 
thinker. 
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ASC&IA took tbe lead Id propoDing Chat a ouaber of groups and 
Individuals cooparate In the protest against this attack on the 
action. It took particular pains to invite aaong others the PPP 
and It did this oot In order to get PPP supporters involved in 
tbe protests, but out of respect for Rodney's ovn position which 
had seen the PPP as a progressive organisation. Hr Miles 
Pitapatrlck sod Hr Rickey Singh, both supported the proteets and 
■oblllsed anong other aectora of the population in support of 
thea. Theaa protests caused Che PMC to panic and caused its thug 
forces Co resuae the role tbay had played during the elections 
caapsign of 1973 when they habitually broke up opposition 
Bsetlnga kod dastroysd, in at legat one ease, public address 
aquipaant. 

The first asatlng at Durban and Louisa Row la Georgetown 
brought et least thrse thousand people Into ths etreete auch 
Co Che eurprlte of the purblind PBC. Ice chugs were unprepared 
for thle public reepooae and had to confine themselves to 
heckling with racist jibes at the fact that Chaddi Jagan and I 
appeared on the aaae platfora after about 21 yeare « with the 
exception of e elngle protest aaetlng In 1966 prottstlog Che 
banning of C Y Tboaae froa Jaaalca. 

The organlaaelons involved ware the People'a Progreaaive 
Party (PPP), the People'# Deaocratlc (tovcaenc (PDM), the Indian 
Political 6 Revolutionary Aasociatee (IPRA). Ratoon, ASCRIA sod 
Hovaasnt Agatnac Oppression (HAD). The first public nesting was 
descrlbsd by soae observers as "Ilka 1953" and in any casa 
dwarfed by e long way the neny election relliea of the 1973 
caapsign. It %ne "like 1953" in else and aultlraclal cooposltlon. 

Thus, before he had shifted reeidence back to Guyana, bafore 
he bad apoken a single word in bie hone country, Ualter Rodney 
vae a political issue end e threat Id the eyes of ths reglns. 

He was also a hero anong the peopls as he had been evar since 
hie expulsion fna Janeica for daring to fan the flsaea of the 
rsbirth of the black and oppressed. For it m9t be reaenbered 
that even when be had aerely advanced le far ee the black 
renaissince • black power • Rodney defined it Co Include the 
Blasses of oppressed in the West Indies end in particular the 
(Aslan) Indiana. In CtGundingg with My Btothwra ha writes, 
anticipating the debate. "Today aoae Indiana <llka sons Africans) 
have Joined the idilte power structure In teras of econonic 
activity and culture; but the underlying reality is that poverty 
reaidee among Africans and Indians in tha West Indies and that 
power is denied them. Black power in the West Indies therefore, 
refers primarily to people wlio are recognisably African or 
Indian", (page 26) 

He added prophetically, "Black power Is not racially intolerant. 
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Ic l 0 th 0 hope of the bleck men chat be snould have pover over 
hie own deatlniea. Thle la not Incoapatlble with a Bulclradal 
aoclety where each Individual counts equally. Because the nooent 
that power la equitably dlatrlbuced aaon^ the several ethnic 
groupa Chen the very relevance of Baking the dlatiocclon between 
groups will be lost". 

Ue say "prophetically" because these are the very Issues that 
are today vexing aany parts, not only of the Third World, but 
those parts of Europe where the national, or ethnic, or religious 
problen • calling It sa It is called here end there * has coos to 
the front. 

HEL*£»INO L.XONS LEARN TO PAINT 

When Walter Rodney returned to Guyana Co reside about 1975, he 
had already Bade the natural, or neceeaary, leap through black 
power to Che acience of Cha revolutionary working people, Marxlsot. 
This at first disappointed sany who thought he would atop at 
lending dignity to the AfroH^uyanese presence. Hany of Che 
fanatic wing of the PNC were highly offended when In August 1974 
ASCklA invited Che PPP aaong other organiaatloos to a Joint 
public caopalgn against the exclusion of Walter Rodney from the 
University. Soste heckled %ihlle, in By speech that night, I read 
froo Groundings with Ny Brothers the passages quoted above. 

Rodney, therefore, returned with ad abundance of goodwill for 
him in hia country. The various sections though, had various 
expectations of hlB. The revolutions^ working people wanted hin 
to cake, and expected that he would take, their side in the 
political struggle. The still coefortable middle class merely 
vented bin accepted as an educator at the University of Guyana 
so that he could teach their children. Soae even wanted hln 
Installed there at the head of the History departaent In the 
hope that It would keep him out of the political struggle. His 
support extended across racial distinctions. Those who fear 
struggle are not confined to eny one ethnic classlfieetion., 

There are today aspirants to the role of Walter Rodney. They 
have carefully docxiaented hla actions on his raturn and are 
hoping to act similarly, behave similarly, put on a similar 
outer lock and win the popularity he won later, within a few 
short years. Unllka him, they come, "nest" and go; First, theaa 
aspirants should know that the Guyanese people can distinguish' 

"fowl egg from fowl dung". Sccotfdly, they should learn that 
Welter Rodney rose to a prominent place in the hearts of the 
Guyanese public, not simply on account of who he was. In other 
words, the historical moment, provided the slow preparatory 
work has been done, will reveal the actors capable of the 
roles. If the work has not been done (and tba work involves 
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iDother. teach«r and x^bela) the moment vlll pasa, bubble and 
excite and buret and leave to the future a one-alded account, 
full of regteta. but of no leattng bleealoga. Finallythey 
should reneaber that when history repeata Itself in this narrow 
way, the second performance ie more like farce than history. 

Methodical by nature, Walter Rodney on hla return began 
syeteaactcslly to inform himself about where the country had 
reached, how organlaatlons, clisaea and individuals stood in 
respect of one another. He did not Join the tfPA until he had 
Investigated everything fully. He told the only press conference 
he had ever addressed ss an Individual In reaponse to a question, 
"1 sap Ire to be a urxlat lenlolat'*. 

From the first public lecture orgenlsed for him soon after he 
Joined the Working People's Alliance, be launched into the 
thecae of t'he self-emancipation of the working clsaa and tried 
to give It e sense of Its own being and potential power. To 
llluatrate the role of propaganda, current end*historical, he 
told a tale, unknown till then In Guyana, of Ilona who went to 
view an art exhibition and were amaaed at the claims on canvas 
otade by hunters end their glorifiers: A Lion shook his head 
with resignation and was heard muttering, "If only lions could 
paint I" 

One has to assume that It was In order to help lions to learn 
to paint that he set out with energy to hold classes in 
politics! economy with groups of workers and ocher interested 
persons. In these classes. It wss not his concern to fit events 
and developnents artificially iotp a certain mould in historical 
sequence which was not native. He dealt with things as they 
‘developed ^n history and applied the method of scientific 
aaterlallsn to those phenomena. To a great extent his studsnts 
were able to escape the culture leg, or the historical Jet lag, 
which Icavea many such enquirers staggering theoretically, 
concerned that things are not showing themselves or working out 
as chsy did in such s place and auch a time end wondering whether 
something is not seriously wrong with history Icesif or wondering 
whether Guyena had not mlaaed the boat. 

Hla work among the bauxite vorkere waa more concentrated and 
more Incenalve. Two things made it so. They had only chrss main 
locations or communiclss - Hackenale, Rwskwanl, Bvsrton with 
Itunl as s very smsll township. Secondly, their beet elements 
had organised themselves into the Organlsetion of ths Working 
People (OWP) sometime before. This organisation was able to 
organise desses running many weeks with both C Y Thomas for 
labour economics and Walter Rodney for claasea In political 
economy (on the spot) end revolution, with othere of us holding 
a class or two as reliefs or on special themes. 


Goi 'gle 



9 


Hlfl work among cbe augar workcra was leaa Inteoalva and laaa 
ttxorough. Tha W?a want to eha sugar astatea In those days mainly 
by Invitation. For tha sake of good understanding sod mutual 
trust batwaan us and tbs PPP we avoided establishing bases in 
the sugar eacates. Not only the PNC, but the PPP also had fears 
Of, and misgivings about, the long-term effect of UPA agitation 
and organisation in the sugar belt • and io tha case of the PNC, 
the bauxite belt. Both, from their separate perspectivee, saw it 
aa a challenge to eatebliehed laadership. At this point, Rodney 
and the VPA aleo had no wlah to aatablish themaelvea as rivals 
to the PPP. The WPA etlll saw itself purely ss en egency for the 
revolutionising of tbe political culture and for the reversal of 
political polarisation. The PPP then being the major force 
opposed to the regime, the VPA very cooeclously directed its 
blows outside of the ereee of traditioosl PPP eupport, end 
visited those areas only st the invltstlon of interested persons. 
It wss slso our position at the time chat while the party would 
not present Itself as an alternative to the PPP, it would also 
uphold the freedom of choice of all Guyanese. To refuse to 
organise sugar workers on tbeir invitation would be to deny them 
freedom to choose. 

Some political forcea have taken the credit for the anti- 
polarieeClon gains of tbe Guyanese working people. Doubtless, 
all political forces in the opposition contributed. An Important 
part of this antl-polsrlaatlon process was tbe fact that the UPA 
supported every struggle of Che sugar workers for Improvement in 
their wages, living conditions and industrial, relations. This 
eupport wss declared not only within the sugar belt itself in 
the face of the sugar workers, but In tbe non-sugar areas which 
had formerly been open only to ruling party propaganda which 
always had a very distseteful, non-Induetriel quality. In these 
efforts Walter Rodney wss not idle. They were occasions for 
preaching the gospel of the class of esmere ee well ee for 
advenclng the ceuee of miiltirscisl, or what he celled, non- 
recisl politics. 

The most dramatic of theaa developments was the euger strike 
In 1977 .soon after the PPP hed proposed tbe Netlonsl Fetriotlc 
Front which elmcd mainly at the time et a political solution In 
qhich the PFP, or the PNC, whichever won e felr end free 
election, would form (be government end the other would be 
unopposed by its councerpert for. the Preeldency. It eleo offered 
scope for the inclusion of other forces in a minor role. 

.GAVU'e response to tbe claim of the sugar workers for their 
srrcets bonue payment, which by then had run into at leeet tens 
of millions, and their decleretlon of e strike to enforce the 
demand gave the PNC tbe occasion It wanted to deal the growing 
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interracial solidarity and eapathy a telling blow. The actIke 
surprised both the industrial alliea of GAtfU (HAACIE ai^ UCSA, 
now UGWU) and another pro-votker union, the CCVU. They had not 
been consulted, nor alerted; nor was the VFA. of course. 

The loedlate response of Che PNC was to take cosMod of the 
airwaves and aglcace against the PPP on an openly racist basis, 
telling Che public chat the PPP wanted "all the aoney In the 
treasury" for the sugar twrkers and asking whsc would be lefc 
for the reet of the netlon. The whole issue wss pLsyed In terns 
of alleged subjective "greed" and the strike wee declsred to be 
polltlcsl. It was said that Che collective labour egreeaent 
procedures had not been followed and that the strike had been 
used as a first raaort. The radio propaganda, totally one»slded, 
included personal abuse of those who defended GAVU, including 
this writer who was realnded of his previous SDtsgonisa with Dr 
Jsgan and his call fox what the propaganda described as 
"partition". 

Not for the last tiM. the WPA had to set aside its own agenda 
and take to Che streets. Our first handbill on the question 
avoided the biased frenzy of the reglae and pointed out that 
there vaa an Industrial dispute between the sugar workers' union 
and their eitployers, GUYSUCO. Tbe handbill pointed out chat the 
sugar levy had been iaposed on the industry to creaa off the 
higher profits resulting froa the record world t&arket 1974 prices 
for sugar, and had been creaaed off without any settlement of 
Che workers' outstanding claims for the customary bonus payments. 

The regitoe did not stop at propaganda. It recruited four 
thousand scabs to take the places of the sugar workers on strike. 
The bulk of these, in some areas at least, were Afro^uyanese 
out of work. They were trucked to the plantationa daily. They 
included youth hardly of working age and large numbers of 
unemployed women. The army and other military and semi-vllltary 
unite, the Houae of Israel and govarnment workers were directed 
to the caneflelds. The anti-strike campaign and propaganda 
followed Che well known principle of the rulers - "no holds 
barred". 

V?A'a support compslgn for the sugar worker# ran up against 
such widely distributed economic offerings as chose named. Not 
should it be supposed that only Afro-Guyaoess scabs were 
recruiced. The ruling perty's counter-moves showed clesrly the 
HaltatIons of GAUU's organisation on its home ground. Scebs 
were recruited from right within GAVU coemunlties. In many eeees 
etriking workers remained at home and scabs from the same hoae, 
youth not previously employed, offered themselves for work to 
keep the h(»e pot boiling, ^e W?A was not allowed to hold 
public meetings to oppose the anti-worker propaganda csore 
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effectively Scae 14 public aeetloce of GAWU and the V?A eod 
otbere were banned outright for the duration of the llS^aya 
etrike without a proclaaation or state of eaergency. 

Our work in the ranks of the people off the auger estates vae 
energetic end nay have prevented serious echoic conflict. In 
little ticoe Che classes throughout the country accepted Che 
strike as an induetrial dispute end the sugar workers won wide 
aorel support. 

The events of 1977 provided all Che evidence necessary to 
prove to the country a strong PVC charactsrlstlc» eepscially 
the responses of Its leadership: it is the habit of over* 
reaction, nila is one of the fectors eonevhst Halting the 
nocnsl form of politlcsl struggle end ^Htical action in 
Guyana. Every strike, even every protest, beccaes 'Spoiltleal" 
and le aurely "aiaed at overthrowing the govemaent". n^e saae 
accusetlon was nade recently againat the Guyana Council of 
Churches for daring to Met to discuss a paper drafted by an 
official on the Guyana crisis. The biblical reference to the 
putting down of the mighty froa their thrones drew a aaaaive 
reeponac froa the PNC including the disruption of Che CCC's 
Annual General Keating and the accusation that the church was 
planning violent overChrov of the reglae. 

In Che previous year (1976)» Rodney had led Che support work 
for a strike In the bauxite Induatry caused by a rebellion 
against the fact that a union executive, rigged into office by 
the regime, had aigned a labour agreeaent on bahalf of the 
workers. On that occasion, the bauxlta workers staged a pickat 
saying, "Six percent can't wuk". Portytwo militants were 
arrested and locked up in the police stetlon • to be attacked 
later by the bursting of cesr*smoke bombs in their cell, n^e 
incident had drawn dossns of women Into the streets. It 
esssntielly cserked the fall of the PNC in the Nackensie and 
Uisnar areas, a course to be followed by Kwekwenl end Everton 
(Berbice) in a matter of two years. Rodney was shortly after 
invited to apeek at the Oilfield Vorkeis Trade Union la Trinidad 
& Tobago and he lost no time in mobilising support for the 
victima. The OWP marked the occasion by the publication of the 
booklet P/tC versus the Sausice tfork0r». 

It must be etsphasised strongly that the support of vhsc would, 
but for the UFA, have been "Indian" cauaee to the mass of 
persons off the sugar eetaces, was a powerful factor in the 
anti-polarisation movement in which Che PNC state was a taajor 
reactionary force. GAUU, on at least two occasions, had declared 
one-day strikes in support of the bauxite workers, but Che 
political slgnificarce of these can be overdrawn. True, they 
were actions at the crucial claaa level and were in the form of 
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•olldArlty In real tem. But there wu no aoblllMtlOD around 
the isaviea In either the rural or the urban or the bauxite 
coowolClea and thua the «ain l^act wae dlffuaad. I ahould like 
to etreBB however, that tbeae were alao aaeaurea of the anti* 
polarlaatloo quality and that they were very conacloualy taken. 
Solidarity for auftar workara* atrugsle did not In thoae daya 
cose froa the bauxite ualooa, but fro* the allltaata of the OVP 
who collected money and wrote Voic9 of the Vorker in iupport. 
They did not control the union. 


WORKER Pkt4I> REASANX FM«1XI^ZBS 
REMEMBER HZS VXSXXS 

In the time evalLable to ne, no moro than aamplca of the activity 
of Ualtar Rodney can be given. Be elweye found eceaeloo to vialt 
the varloua perta of the country, often attesting to find hxHan 
aourcea for booka he wea writing or editing. Thia took him Into 
the homae of peraona of all claaaea and all ovar the coaatlend. 

In tha noat dlatant pleeea, worker and peanaot faslllaa 
resenbet bla vlalta and in oam canea tte fact that he bad paaaed 
the night la their honaa. Thla lad to oumaroua arreata by tha 
yollca. It ma aa though he needed es internal panaport for 
■ovemrat from ona part of the co«atry to enetbar. 

Thia preoccupation of the police reflecta the concoma of tha 
ruling clique that a«ecblng not in tteir intereeta van taking 
root. Hia vlalta too, na In tha cant of othor W?g loadero, of tan 
led to adnor or aajor Inquioltlon of tboae who tntortainad bln, 
by tha nunoroua oeeuricy pollca. 

Tbo rtfpoaae of tbo Zndo-Guyoaaaa naaooo to Valtor Rodnoy waa 
aooatbing raaarkablo. I have never recoociled nyaelf to tbo 
otetemoot by hr Chaddl Jaga in tbo Jtoxning 5Car of Auguat 23, 
19S0: **Aa a black leader ... Dr Rodney attractod nany of the 
Teople'a National Congreoo 'diallluaiooed oupportero' who are 
pconinaatly Afro^rlbbaan**. Surely If "dioillual tanant" waa a 
factor in tha aupport Valtar Rodnay attracted, thie nalalae waa 
not abaant among the Indo-Cuygnaaa, eapeclally aftar tha FPP*a 
correct or Incorrect declaration of "critical aupport" for tha 
PNC. 

Another people'# novenent which Invited Welter Rodney'a aupport 
waa tha Denocratlc Taachera' Mov e n a nt (DDO baaed on the 
Corentyae. thie nov anaa t wae alnoet entirely Indo-^yaneae. Sene 
of ita nanbara, for oppoalng tha official line of tba Guyana 
Teachara* Aaaeclation (9IA) and taking e mal Intereat in tba 
welfare and progreaa of the etudenta end teacbera, were 
vlctlniaed with trenafere end dieniaeala. I waa there when 
Walter Rodtkey vlelted to addreea naae public neetinge called by 
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cbl« cBovcaeoc. Whole villages Juet surged into the streets. At 
the first aeeclng, to wy surprise* the? spotted sy presence and 
deasndsd that 1 should also spesh* but I declined to take 
advantage of thel** politeness. 

This nay be the place to make soaa points about the political 
personality ve ate discussing. 

HXS FOLIXXOAL. EMERSONAL I XY 

One of RodnayW saio charscterlscica vas tbs attention be paid 
to tha opioione of vorking people and everyone he talked with. 
Together vlth hia ovn very keen perceptlone* he used such 
cBSterial to esake a more or lees total picture of the forcee et 
work In the society. When he celled blsiself en aspiring Harxlst 
Lanlnlat, he wae not aspiring to fit any mould. He vaa fully 
aware chat «^t ha had to maatar wma a method of axamlnlng the 
world. Yet he %raa not afraid of the tmezpectsd truth. Ix taught 
him aooething and he would not reject it because on the surface 
It went egalnat what aostt would see es logical. 

Be has been called "populiac** and **a prograaaive of largely 
acceptable viewe*' although recently hla lecture on ’*Kerx end 
the Liberation of Africa" vaa reproduced by the PPP along with 
an articla by Cheddi Jagan as a way of "exposing" the WPA which 
It had feared had abandoned Kara, because of its readiness to 
exsoine the deeper meaning of Crenads. The fact la* the assay 
in question has always besn on sale at our Cantraa. 

Rodney did not for one moment hitch tha revolutionary wagon 
to any new-found ater. What he did vaa to pelnatekingly talk to 
persona of all strata affected by the dictetorablp* using his 
tremendous prestige to get home to them the dangers that 
silence could encourage. He talked with them becauee he 
understood human society better than moat and knew that In 
Guyana ve are very far from a classleas society* that In fact* 
new claaaes are daily la formation in the poet-independent 
Caribbean* and that nationalisation did not change Chat, but 
only changed their variety* end their location. 

Be did not in Guyana play the role of an organiser* but in so 
far as hs did orgsolss in the sense of cells and learning 
groups* Ic was workers and other vorking people that be 
organised, with alweye a special respect for the producere. He 
spoke to Che middle claaa (the eo^alled petty bourgeoisie) 
from the ventage point of history. Be declared himself e member 
of that class and declared that for himself* he had coHitced 
himself to serve the hietorlc destlmy of the working class. He 
appealed to the middle cleae to sea thcmaelvea as formative* 
uoatablc and in a profound way futureleae and appealed to them 
to solve thle problem in the intereata of society by 
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C0Q»id«irlaft vtiether they would Uod Co tb« workoro* Bovowenc 
their acquired talenta, ekllle and tbelr eupporc Id exchange 
for a life of honour and frecdoa. 

Thle pollcicel pereooality, Walcer Elodney, did not Interpret 
the edAiracion and perhapa the veneretion of the aeeeee ee hero 
worahlp. Be eew it as e helpful poUclcal factor, If properly 
handled, ackd ueed it largely to explain that aelf-eBanclpaCloo 
waa the only true aAanclpatlon. Be warned then agaioat 
de live rare and ref ueed to go aroui^ with **I aa Dr Welter Rodney** 
written In hla Banner. 

Hla analyaia of BurobaB, the one-Ban ruler of Guyana, vea not 
esotlve. true, hla weapon of ridicule dlaquieted Bumhaa 
profoundly. Ha refuaad to regard BumhaB aa a puppet of tone 
other ruler or power. 8a vary palnataklngly aought to discover 
the exact foraation of tha Guyana raglae. 

Hla eaapaign atyla waa by no Bcana flippant and catchy, or 
If it tumad out to ba catchy, it waa not on account of 
ahallovneaa or flippancy. Ba thought vary carafully about 
avarything ha had to aay and ao far aa 1 knew did not epeak, aa 
aooa de, without preparation. 


OL^XMPSEIS 

PROM HXS PUBLXO AOXXVITV 

A few gli^aaa frea hla puhlie activity will halp to giva tha 
■taory flash and blood. 

At Durban Straat and Louisa low ooa night at a public Beating 
a policaMA caae up to aay that tlaa was up. Rodoay thanked hlB 
end aaid ha would round off hla dlacuaaion. Tha crowd auddanly 
surged forverd end ordered hla to continua. Tba policSBan, along 
with hie foraar latentlona, was foread to surge beckwarda and 
allow tha Bsetlog to continua for a good fiftaan alnutaa aora. 
Tha crowd did not Intaod that a pollcasaa should put ao and to 
an unflAlahad diacouree. If tha tlae fixed by the pollca vaa up, 
they had not fixed any tlM Halt. 

In Hon Rapoe, during the 13S«days eugar strike, he wae 
epeaklng with GAtfU at two bottOB house Bsetlnga. Rodney'a 
preaence turned the bottoa house Beecing, held not far froa the 
public road into e big overflow gathering, flowing into the 
yard end the atrect beyond. The epeekere left there for another 
bottoB house Beating deeper in the village, whet we call in 
Guyana, the backdaa aids. The entire crowd thereupon followed, 
Buch to the eurprlaa of the organisere. Walter told Brother 
He men Bolder, e WPA activist who waa with hla, ''Well now I 
can't aay tha eaae thing 1 aaid thare. I'll have to find 
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Another speech becsuee they heard It ell Already 

On August 22» 1979 a bold atteapt vas Bade against his personsi 
safety. Being obstructed In obtaining permission to use a noisy 
iDstniDent, that is» a public address systea, and knowing chat 
Che law required Cor public asetlogs without a noisy inscruisenc, 
only notification to the police, the W?A decided on a fom of 
application which inforsad the police of its intention to hold 
a public oeetlng and Chen In the second paragraph applied for 
the necessary permission to use s noisy instnaent. The police 
proopcly refused permission, but sccording to plsn the oteecing 
was promoted by cseans of roneoed fliers snd at 6 p.m. thousands 
had gathered. The plan was chat the speakers would stsnd on s 
dray cart and apeak from it. 

Aaiong the speakers was Walter Rodney. 

Suddenly, a squad of uniformed policemen, including Rabbi 
Washington's men dressed In police uniform and carrying no 
regulation numbers, attacked the meeting which they claimed was 
Illegal. It was a total aasaulc with batons on the crowd of 
peaceful citizens by a crowd of well armed policemen of the 
Tactical Service Unit (Riot Squad). Soon the crowd burst and 
scattered from the meeting point at Delph Street and Campbell 
Avenue and dashed for Middleton Street and then across it to 
Kitty^ Scores of people were beaten by the police. They were on 
fire with a venom not noticed before. This was due to Che House 
of Israel. Brother Moses Bhagvan who cook refuge with soote 
livestock in a nearby yard was dragged out and beaten, ending 
with a broken arm. After that he was arrested and changed. This 
led to a lawyers' strike Che next day. 

Mr Burnham commenced on the incident the following Sunday as 
he spoke to a rally closing the Third Biennial Congress of the 
ruling party. He Identified himself clearly with the police 
action by aaying it was rude of the Worst Possible Alternstlve 
(VPA) Co hold s meeting Just two corners off from Sophia where 
the opening session of his Congress was being held. He also 
commented on Rodney's prowess ss an athlete and promised to'send 
him CO Che Olympics. 

On the same evening of August 22, sometime after the police 
beatings, two young actomeys-at-law stood near a car on Sheriff 
Street discuaaing the action of the police. One was sn official 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions office. The other vas a 
private practitioner. The private practitioner was affronted and 
roughed up physically after refusing an order to move at once. 

In court proceedings which followed in the civil court. Police 
Inspector Cort Cold Che court that his men had been dispatched 
from Brickdaa Police Station with orders to break up the neeclng 
once it was being held, '*vlch or without a loudspeaker". 

Google 
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THE ATMOSPHERE HE WORKED IN 

As Che people of Ulsmar-Hsckensie-Chrlstlanburg began Co ahov 
more and sore incereet In cbe tfPA, the PNC declared an edict 
that Walter Rodney ehould not go back to the area. This edict 
vaa in che form of an announcement by Dr Ptolemy Reid, Che 
Deputy Prime Minister. Ke said that Rodney vould not be allowed 
to return co Uismat-Hackentie, rechriscened Linden after che 
PNC leader. Dr Reid, at che age of 62, made such an announcement 
at a public meeting. He descended to personal slander against 
leaders. 

On che occasion of the very next UPA public meeting there, 
the PNC organised a team of hecklera.co disrupt the public 
meeting. The hecklers were led by Robert Corbin who has roots 
in the bauxite community. It accesipted to incite the crowd 
sgsinsc the speaker, to disrupt che meeting, to push the crowd 
aside and move in to some kind of assault. Rut che workers 
stood firm snd seemly warned che intruders. Faced with this 
massive disapproval from che crowd, the tightly knit band of 
intruders faded out, to the chants of "People's Power! No 
Dictator!" It la reported Chat (he assigned leader of the 
irruption burst into (ears at the dramatic evidence that his 
forces were rejected by the msssee. 

It is not generally known that, even more overtly then than 
now, the PNC security pcreonnel, a numerous band of military 
and para-millcary agents, carry weapons at all times and can 
use them with impunity either In political or private ieauea. 

There seems to be a pact that no military person will be 
charged with murder. The killers of Ohene Koama (November 16, 
1979) snd Edward Dublin (February 19S0) have not been brought 
to book. The only policlcel inquest held was that into the 
death of Ohene Koama. 

This inquest was ruahed and closed without the cross 
exemlnacton of a vital police eye witness. The testifying 
policeman, a member of che Death Sqtiad, contradicted both 
hlotaelf and cooDonBenae to auch an extent that his colleague 
was bound to vary significantly from his testimony. After 
Payne's examination-in-chief and a few queatlons in cross 
examination, the state requested that Sgt Andrews, known as 
Agent, should be allowed to testify as he had to attend a 
police course in che United States of America. When his 
testimony was finished, it was announced that Payne, the 
original witness, was ill in a hospital in Cuba. Nevertheless, 
the inquest was suddenly concluded without the knowledge of 
che counsel Mr Bhagvan who was watching the interest of the 
Tanily of the deceased. 
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lo OctQber 1982 m aeaber of the Presidential Gunrd shot a 
rlvsl lover In a private incldeot at a voun's bc«e. Id 
F ebruary 1963 after the brother of the victla had carr'led out 
a vigorous caapalgn In Nev York where he lived, an Inquest was 
held. The record reade, *'The Jury fli^s Bertrand Wilson 
crlAlnally responsible for the death of Pitroy Spencer*'. To 
this day no prosecution has followed. On the face of It, this 
is a non-politleal matter. The quarrel was not political, but 
the right of bodyguards and others to kill without fear of 
prosecution la csost political. 

One other example will serve to give some sense of the total 
lack of control of the security elements, many of whom overlap 
with the Bouse of Israel. Sgt Coodluck, then bodyguard of the 
present Vice Prcaldenc Hanllton Creen, was present at the 
Mlnlatry of Lebour, ea it then waa, at Homescretch Avenue, 
when Ke Boac Ann Barrow, a eloac acquaintance of the PNC 
leadership, visited the Ministry and asked to see the Minister. 
She cried to force her way In and Hr Coodluck cold her very 
firmly chat she could not ate him them. Mias Barrow was a bold 
and spirited type of woman and unlikely to be put off In that 
way. She was alto reported to be an epileptic. The circumstances 
of the incident have not been eatabllahed despite the demand of 
opposition forest for a full inveatlgaclon. Suffice it to eey 
that Ms Rose Ann Barrow waa not Long afear found dead with 
evidence of gunshot wounds on her body. There was no atatemenc 
by the police on the incident, there waa no announpement of 
police invaatigsCion. No current inquest waa held and to date 
none has been announced. Taking into account the large number 
of armed bodlee end individuals enforcing public order, various 
people ney make various guaeaea about guilt in Che matter of 
Ka Barrow's death. Sgt Coodluck was soon after transferred to 
do duty at ClD without any explanacioo to Che public. 

Although an El Salvador situation does not exist in Ouyana, 
the masses of Che people are very aware of the threat of 
violence and of the maaalve military and para^military apparatus 
of the regime. In 1979, before tbe eaaasslnatioo of Walter 
Rodney, their presence in Che streets wee very visible. The 
regime considers that it can acco^liah more with the use of the 
seml^vislble police state combined with exemplary and 
intlfflldacory aasasslnetions. Tbe main active weapoo of the 
regime, however, is victimisation of the political offender and 
any of tbe offender's relatives who do not perform acts o£ 
submission Co the ruling party. 

Many ordinary government workers were victimised after being 
accused of "following" him. Tbe party cook special measures to 
conceal nenberahip. The campaign of victimisation reached the 
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private eector. A US Icieuraiice coapany dinlaead a taejor asd 
cVO'minor eapXoyeee at the inaiatence of the PNC leader. 

Xc vaa lo this ataoaphare that Rodney spent his effortSi not 
aa an individual but as an outstanding member of our collective 
leadership. 


HB WORKBO 

IN ANO OUX OF THE PARTY 

Previous to July 1979» Walter Rodney, as a member of the 
executive of the pre*party formation of the Working People's 
Alliance, worked inside and outside the organisation. Along viti 
others he held classes, spoke at public meetings, set up cells, 
escabllehed bases. Investigated the ectuel living conditions of 
the working people. 

In particular, and as an individual revolutionary, he planted 
seeds in may parte of the country by invited visits and 
familiar groundings with bodies of working people. 

Ha also opened his fertile mind to the eeeds which the working 
people also wished to plant. 

In the academic arena, he painstakingly edited Cuyanose Suy^r 
PJantetions - which set him on the trail of detailed Invcsclgatior 
of rural life. He eaw it es hie cask to update and explain tha 
many faaturaa of landacape, labour organiaation and social and 
political life noted by tha nineteenth century author of the 
original. Hla diligent efforte turpad this collection of 
thumbnail sketches by an unknown author in Che deiiy Argosy inu 
a historical document of great value. Hla research for hla epic 
work, A Nistory of the Cuyanese Working People must 

have overlapped In part with research on this and other efforts. 

I mention PlantatJons beesuse it is less known than the History 
of Ths Guyanese Working People and because It is even further 
evidence of chat combination of academic interest and competence 
with revolutionary activity which typifies our hero in such a 
marked degree. 

He found time for attention to whatever artists were doing, 
especially the unrecognised srtiste, attended ceremonies of the 
Indo'Guyanese and Afro-Guyanese, himself promoted at hla hose 
poetry and druning sessions in which he and others read poetry. 

He read from S G Benjamin, Hobutu, and all the young rebel poets, 
apart from Martin Carter and some of the better known poets. I 
was very touched for his declared liking for some verse of mine 
on the Arnold Rampetsaud agonies, called "The Longest Rope". 

Mention of Arnold Ra^ersaud cot^els me to deal with an 
aspect of the struggle in the urban areas. 
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THE BATTLE EOR THE LIKE OK 
ARNOLD RAMBERSAUD AND 
AGAINST RACIAL DEKENSXVENESS 

The vlimliig of the eitf of Georgecovn over to the point of 
view Chet Arnold Respereeud, PPP eccivlet» hed beeo framed, waa 
not a walkover. The regime was playing, when It nought and wee 
granted a change of venue of the trial from New Amsterdam .o 
Georgetown, on the lurking racial insecurity of a poasible 
Georgetown Jury» which» on a sample would likely contain a 
majority of Afro«Guyaaese and state employees. The PFP has aai.c 
in toodon that the freeing of Arnold Ka^erseud of the charge 
of murder of an Afro-Guyanese conatable at a coll station wea 
due to "international solidarity". Suraly international 
solidarity played a part should not be discounted in any 
frame~up charge. The people in Amneety Intematlopal gave 
evidence of their non-parclean ecand in chia trial, since they 
were taking Interest in a member of a party chat had declared 
itself to be Marxlat Leninist and attached to the grouping of 
Commuoiac end Workers' parciaa. The Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, the Netionel Conference of black Lawyers and other 
organiseclone, including the Netlooel Council of Civil Liberties 
and others whose names art not at hand, played sa Important 
part in combination. But the battle to save ftampsrsaud from an 
unjust conviction rested on tbe sense of ordlnery men and women 
In Guyana who have never cared about incematlonal exposure, 
since their nemee were not known or announced. They were the 
Jury. Because of this, what was very crucial in the defence, 
apart from the high co^etence of bis lawyara and tha cut and 
thrust of argument in the face of Judges in Chraa trials who 
had to chooaa batween tbe lew and the dictator, wee Che social 
protaat against tha frame up which took the shape of an indictable 
offence. The Defence CoMlttee, in which Welter Rodney served, 
played an important part in bringing about this awarsness. 

At tha acreat comer, the Committee waged the battle egainac 
pockets of stubborn defensiveness rooted to Che racial violence 
of the eixtlee. 1 could sense it quicker than moat of the 
younger generation. Walter Rodney had already won e certeio 
kind of authority with the Guyanese meases in 1977, chough not . 
as much as be wss to win later. There wss much unesse in the 
crowd et Durban Street end Louisa Row when he declared after a 
day of watching the trial, "First of all, to tell you the truth, 
sitting in chat court room, which I have attested to do on as 
msny days as possible, I have felt sick when I've assn one black 
cDan after another come to Che witness box, lying his head off, 
being shown Co be lying Whatever else we mey have been in 
our history In this country we have been a people with dignity. 
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Wt caiA out oi Mltentj with dlgDity <iul that waa a tresaadoua 
achlavcaant, becauae alavary la iaharaotly degradltxg 

Pockata of the crowd bagaa to Huttar^ '*Ua don't know Indiana 
fo trua Thla waa praciaaly the aantlMnt tha rulara rallad 

on. Tbara la aivaya thla bniah^off for (hoaa who did not llva in 
Guyana during tha yaata of racial vlolanea. 1 aald to ona of 
thaa» “1 llva bare all tha tlae, you know. And X aay it ia a 
frana up 

Tha panic in tha pockata waa not trivial. Tha ground waa 
already alipping froa under thair feat. 

Thoaa with the nacaaaary asparianca know that whatever advancaa 
have bean aada* and thaaa advancaa have bean made nainly at the 

palltical*level» have not bean nada by raaolution and atructuraa. 
It la naaa dlaeuaaioo and avan^handad axalnation of 
aanaitlva race laauaa in which tba UPA baa engaged nora than any 
other that created tha coodltlooa for ebangaa at tba level of tha 
formal atructuraa. 

Walter Bodnay playad a leading part In thla procaaa. 


WXKES DA VS IN .^UL*V 

SoM af baliava that blatory, and aoclal davalepm a nt which la 
part of it* procaada in un ev en motion* often with alow additlona 
of tba aama kind of occurmneaa* until tbaaa tbvMtlvao are 
aatura and ready for a leap to a new plateau* a new Identity* 
having of eouraa tba marka of tba old. 

Thla la to try and identify aa cloaaly aa poaalbla* if it can’ 
be dona* tba period which marked the leap In Walter Rodnay'a 
political atatua in Guyana from that of • much aUrad and 
raepactad aebolar and political figure to one cboaan by tha 
people* In aplta of hlmaalf and hla pblloaophy* to lead the 
atruggla agalnat tba dlctatorohlp. 

Thla traaaltlon took place in tba faw daya between July 11* 
1979 and July 20* 1979 and Included the martyrdom of Fr Barnard 
Dgrka. Tba avaota of thoaa faw daya alao triggered tha formation 
.of tha Coamittaa Agalnat Bapraaalon in Guyana (GARIG) and a 
alallar body in Trinidad A Tobago and many other ccHittaaa of 
protaat and aupport around tba world - Germany* Rigarla* DSA* 
Canada* Jamaica* Barbadoa, Suriname. Tba London CARIG loot no 
time in moblllaing for tba defence of Guyanaaa comhatenta. 

On or about July IGpw batvaan July 10 and 11* 4979* Guyanaaa 
organlaationa obaarvnd tba analvaraary of tba gnat nfarandum 
fraud of July 10* 197B. Tbaaa obaarvationa included a public 
meating of tba PPP at which Walter Rodney waa a gueat epaakar. 
to thoie daya tha two organlaationa often exchanged gueet 
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Beakers on lAportant Ifioueo. Itte ssfee night» there wee, ewox^ 
other observancee, a vigil of enti^ictetoriel orgenleetione ec 
Farllaaent Building. The vlgllere burnt b\xah torches until 
about 1 a.B. with such police interference. 

Overnight, Georgetown dwellera were by various veens ettrscted 
to an unusually bright glare in the sky. A building in Canp * 
Street which turned out to be tbe ''Office of the General 
Secretary, People's National Congress and Kinistry of National 
Davelopneot" was on fire. 

By the eftemoon of July 11 aeverel UFA neabers end associetes 
had bean arreeted and held by. the ponce. Within a day or two 
the list of thoae irreated was Bonita Barrie, Kvane Apata, 

Kaurlca Odla, Onavale, Rupert Roopnaralne, Karen de Souza, Walter 
Rodney and Davo Nandlall. 

Although these arreats were Bade very swiftly, the regime hid 
froB the people the fact of the arreats. As protest cables poured 
in to the rAglBe froB the reet of the world, WPA activists not 
arrested picketed and circulated leaflet# to get the news to the 
public. By evening, the stete-owned radio adaltted the arrests. 
All over the country, on the coastlands and the bauxite belt, 
knots of people grouped to dlscuee the events snd denounce the 
arrests. 

A document of tbe period records: 

"It turned out Ister thst Rupert Roopnsralne wss isolated at 
Eva Leary. Onawala, Apata snd Hsndlsll were at CsBp Bouse. The 
two wosen were et e section of Eve Leery police station. 

"Large groups of cicisans kept noisy vigils oucsida the prisons 
on Wednesday night (La Penitence and Eva Leary), Thursday (La 
Penitence and Eve Leary up to midnight) and Friday night (Beter* 
verwagtlng Follce Station). On Wednesday night under a heavy 
caaouflage of sraed guards Bonita Harrla and Karen de Souza were 
removed froa Eve Leery to La Feniteuce prison and Rodney waa in 
turn reaoved froB La Penitence Police Station to Ca^ House 
Prison. 

'*On the saoe Wednesday night, Rupert Roopnaralne reaalned in 
isolation at Eve Leary. The police theory wes that if 'ptt99yjt& 
was brought to bear on hlB he would 'break'. Roopnaralne was 
kept handcuffed with his hands behind his back and Interrogated 
in that condition. He had one answer to all their questions, 

'This regime le illegal'. To their threats of physical pain, he 
replied, 'Nobody likes to feel pain, but whatever pain you 
inflict. By answers will be the saae. This is an Illegal regloe. 
It has no right to Jail anybody.' 

"Attempts to interrogate Rodney separately brought a similar 
response, 'Do not question ae. Tte regime Is illegal.'" 

Without any public appeal or advertIsement. large pocket** 
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cltizeDS were aeekiog out the pieces of Is^risooBeot end keeping 
vigil outside the prisons helping psrty neabers with pickets. 

The details of the struggle for ball» the aagistrete's 
resistance of orders to refuse bell to the accused* the pooling 
of bail by citlsens and the middle class* the only ones with 
property qualifications, the laying of police charges of arson 
in response to writs of habeas corpus, need not detain us hers. 

What was coming out of social l^ortancs vaa that by arresting 
Wsltcr Rodney* the regime had daflnitaly aasoclated him, in the 
minda of all who nasdad proof or reaaauraace, with the scruggla 
against their oppresaors. 

With all the preconditions marking him out for the role of 
popular revolutionary hero, the regime did the rest or left very 
little to be done. Thla little* Rodney* with quite other purposes 
in mind from those of hero making, did on July 20* 1979. 

THE REFERENDUM FXVE^ 

THE HOUSE OF XSRABL^^ 

THE MURDER OF FR D/^RKB 
Though we shall miss the dstslls of the court advocacy, the story 
of Che mess ecruggle reeumes with the relesee on bail of the 
"Referendum Five" • three of whom were charged with "arson with 
intent to injure". These cherges hed been leid, not because of 
evidence in hand, but in order to find en answer to the writs of 
hebees corpus and srrsogs for denial of ball so that ths sccustd 
would be forced to remain in Camp Street prison until the ruling 
party conaantsd to bail. The profeesIonalies of a deviant magis* 
trees upset these plena. He granted bell and was rswsrdod with a 
swift crsnsfsr into the interior of Guyana. 

Although thousands who gathersd outside the magistrate's 
court, Georgetown, on July 14* 1979, came there to see end 
support* as they did, the VPA accused; it conteloed militants of 
all the parties apposed Co Che dlctstorship. It elso contaiDed 
8 number of spies and agents, plainclothes police and House of 
Israel men trained by tha regime in surveillance. 

The one defendant to be balled on Che spot* Karan de Souza, 
was lifted shoulder high by the crowd as she left the courtroom. 
They had never known her name. It was bar baptism Into mass 
political activity or any political activity. 

While bail for the others was being arranged, the police took 
Che "precaution" of bundling them off to the Camp Street prison. 
The crowd moved behind Che vehicle In a mass starch in a 
celebratory and protective mood. 

All of this* with their chants and cries, in broad daylight, 
did not fit in with the regime's image of the party of the «diole 
people. 

The rulers decided Co act. 
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The Bou#e of Isrool, wfalch woo oboorvlag let SabbACli» vaa 
callad out by tba ruling party. It anouarad tha call ainca 
apparently the neater had an ox fallen Into the ditch. 

The PBC'a fear of canaraa la veil knovn. Anad vlth auch a 
dangaroua waapoo, Fr Bernard Darke SJ, 1 a the logic of hie 
aaaallanta» becaae reepooalble for hla own aaeaealoatlon. Darke 
waa their only fatal victln of that day, but they should have 
bean charged with the attested aurder of Hike Jaaee, a 
courageous joumallat. and Joao Yearvood, a bauxite worker, both 
of whoa were serloualy wounded. 

The priaonera were spirited away to their prison, quite unaware 
of the l^endlog tragedy. 

Nor vaa the day in other ways uneventful. 

The break up of tLa people's aarch, or its dianiption by the 
Bousa of Israal, was a brutal operation inforaad by a political 
culture does to faaeiaa. Apart frea tbalr atabbing of Darke 
end Yearvood vltb military bayooctSt they aaeeulted scores of 
persona, running ecaa of chaa down In the atreata with knives 
drawn. Several ran into the hoaaa of unknown citisana who gladly 
rescued them. The Bouse of Israel had reaatabllahed itself as a 
force of hooligans, a oaae it bad won for itself during tba 
rafaranduB campaign. 

It la perhaps in these cirexMtencea that the spirit of the 
anti-dictatorial alliaocs was bom. 

The persecution of Bodnay, and now the murder of Darke and 
the vicious aaaaulta on mmMrous workers by this thug aim of the 
ruling party defined what the regime saw as its anamiea and no 
doubt galvaniaad tba apirita of tba maasea of fraadom-loving 
people and of broad patriotic intereata in tba Cuyanasa aociaty. 


MASS MEE2THSIC3 AT THE MALL 

If we are to look for the moment which confirmed for the masaea 
of working paopia tbe roia they were to l^oae on Welter Rodney, 
it wee July 20, six days after their releeee on ball. 

The arguments wltbin the pre-perty UFA reflected the state of 
active thought that baa always marked the Working People's 
Alliance. Tbe air was thick with rumours about plane to liquidate 
Welter Rodney and Rupert Roopneraine In particular. Now and then 
the reports included Omawele and othere. A few of us had the 
reeponsi^ility of ensuring that tbe open-air behaviour and 
Boveaent of the WPA would pose problsM for would-be aasasalne. 

Tlw moat certain shield was, however, the meas of the 
population at the meetings. This shield, though obvious, was 
dtacovered by Welter Rodney. 
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Arguftent*^ caged wltbln about whether or not to go Co the 
etceete* whether there waa any way of fending off Che Rouee of 
lerael. Ab an old coabatant on the ground* alvnye eurprlsing 
others with ay faith in the Guyanese aaaaaa as a political 
coMuolty* 1 an glad to say Chaf no one understood Che keeoeee 
and readiness of Che urban aasses Id those tlaes as well and as 
accurately as Rodney. 

$0 strong was Che snci^lctacorlal Krvcaeoc In the city and 
elsewhere at that tlae, but particularly in the city, that the 
police did not feel bol^ enough to refuse permission for the 
use of s noisy iDstruBent* chat Is, a public address system. Our 
plan was to stSTC st 4.30 p.m. in order Co make it easy for 
workers on their way home to attend the meeting. 

n^e police at flrac granted approval for the use of the set st 
the 4.30 p.m. time, but st the lest minute thought better of it 
and put the meeting for two houra later ~ hoping no doubt to 
frustrate it. 

Crowds turned out for 4.30 end hssring the explanation refused 
to lesvs the Kell until It was time for the meeting to begin. It 
waa s vast and vibrant multiracial crowd with the working maasea 
clearly dominant and with long lloce of care which pointed to 
the presence of edalnlecretlve, professlenel sad b\isinees groups. 


'THOSB E>AVS ArdD XHESB DAVS 

Those who know social condltloos in Guyana today vllX see those 
of 1979 SA princely by co^srison. There ere many who see s 
strelght connection between the "price of bread" (in Guyana, Che 
"price of rice") and Che spirit of rebellion. 

Deprlvetlon at the materiel level certainly fuels discontent 
in a eoclety of people cloee to the poverty line or in moat 
societies. This, however, also has to be related to the kind of 
acceptsnee enjoyed by the rulere. 

In Caribbean clrcumstancss. It is very clear to me that s 
raglme can loss moral authority even before materiel conditions 
bscoms unbearable. 

Other factors are the morale of the struggling forces, thsir 
estimate of the span of struggle time, end their svellebllty for 
Che ecclvlties of struggle. 

The W?A is much more active now chan Chan, In all the other 
political srsss but mess mobilisetion, yet, though its rallies 
Day still be the best attended in all parts of the country, the 
surging of the thousands into the streets is not there as s 
factor today. 
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It !• not that tba wral aucborlcj of tb« regiac has rlaan. Ic 
it rare of tble and la increaalngly relying on coereioD or 
coapllance vhlch In Guyana la repreaeotcd officially ae political 
aupport. It la not out of place to explore the propoalclon that 
aoclal relaCiona Id Guyana today hare aany parallela vlth thoae 
of aerfdoa. If we lo<^ at enforced behaviour» *'tey have even 
laore alnllarltlea to Che double life lived by Che alavee during 
alavery: a life for Che noat part of outward cowpliaoce with Che 
spirit In open rebellion. 

There la one notable feature of preaentnlay cowpllaoee: Large 
miBbera of workers nay Cam wp at a parade or neeting on a 
diracclva In order to keep chair Jobs, ^c after they have 
fulfilled the requlraaenc they wake it aa uncoaforcable as 
poaslble for che jailera, fully raalislng chat they are naklng 
e political donation to the ruling party by chair preaence. 

Again, coday, natar^al condlclona ara vary bad. But tha 
houatwlvaa who would co^tjm a good one^chlrd of chat surging 
into tha atracta are at the very hours engaged In che hunt for 
Illicit foodecuffs, for kerosene, for water. Thouaands sore are 
kept at hone becauaa of the prevaleoce of violent housebreaking 
crlnas, nany directed agelnst rural Indo-Guyanaaa. Houea chafta 
arc ganarally raapant even In tha urban araaa, and vlllagera 
anticipating blackouts and chinking of chefta and atraec violence 
nay keep Indoors and ralatl»aly few care to be ebaent fron their 
hones. 

Tbaae IntarveDtlona In the narrative ere not neent aa 
Inter niptIona, but as a link between tboaa avaots and our aenaa 
of the naaa conceroa of thaae clnaa. 

WALTER ‘ S aULV 20 E>E<^LARAXION 
THE RNO r-lUSX <30 

The platzom in thoae days co^rlaed apeakara such as Joshus 
Ranaamy, lacuna Ogunaeye, Kathy Villa, C T Thonas, Bonita Harris, 
Andaiye with Rupert Roopnaralne and Valter Rodney ea aaln 
speakers. When 1 hed the honour to chair, X lotroduced the nain 
speakers as sysbols of the new politics. On Che particular 
occasAOD there was a guest speaker fron the PPP, Hoses Naganootoo, 
who declared that "reactionary violence should be answered with 
revolutionary violence", Rodney spoke laec - a full length, 
serious, sinple and lively speech. At the cllnax he declared, "The 
PNC oust go and they nuac go by any weans necessary!" 

This call did wore to revolutionise the outlook of Che Guyanese 
people cowerds the dictatorship and to place the rewoval of the 
dictatorship on the agenda than the millions of words spoken and 
written since 1968. 
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K«v«r before bed the people beard eucb a direct call for the 
retDoval of the dictatorship. 

The people confirmed their original aasessneoc of Valter Rodney 
end froa that caoatent to this, despite hinself a nd his comtltnent 
to self-^nanclpatloo, they Mde hLs a cbasipion or nesslah. 

People will accept political directions, advice, calls for this 
kind of action as against that. What they will not accept, Chat 
is. In Che Caribbean, Is logical argiAents fron ooe they deem a 
nesslah explaining why he la not. 

THE CTVIL REBEL^LION 

The rural neeclnge were equally earthshaklng. They took place in 
areas of IndoHpuyanese or AfroHl^ysnese and wherever possible at 
the dan between their separate villages. Throughout the Denerace 
Berblce coast the reception was \mlfom. Thousands of people 
surged Into the streets and cook part in acts of rebellion. The 
Cyplcsl slogan of the nonent of the perloo was ''People's Power! 

Ko Dlctstorl" Ue have celled It the Civil Rebellion. 

The urban naetlnga and sone of the rural often ended In 
unscheduled nerchea through the atreata, shadowed veiy closely 
by the smed police and the plalnclochea death squad <the 
Special Branch of the CID) which secned to regard the VPA as the 
highest crina of the tines. Each tins they were sprung as a 
surprise. 

This novanant which we have called the Civil Rebellion, for 
the reason that it was s clvilien novenent sod saw aloose the 
whole society creeping out of the shadows into the light of hope 
once nore, standing In defiance of the power that was extracting 
submission of their very self •‘respect, and Inposing economic end 
financial oppression snd hsrdshlp, end for the reason that it 
embraced all of the coaetlands, except the western pare of 
Essequlbo, and Included the bauxite belt. It eetablished links 
only with the Aaerindlen students In Georgetown snd AaexIndian 
peaeanta and workers ho took the initiative while in Georgetown 
to visit the Centre of the UFA. 

however, one of Its siajor weaknesses, not yet corrected to 
saciefertlon, is that It embraces no Amerindian cosunlty. These 
are not only physically difficult of access, but there are 
political barriers. Even opposition HFs of the PPP ere often 
excluded by denial of one form of permiaalon or another. 

REORLE'S ROWER 

The charge of populism has been laid at Rodney's door. It has 
been laid by bookworm cypee who do not understand that each 
political situation at a given moment has its own taaka, thst 


Goi 'gle 



27 

In political activity ooe la not In a conllnaClon claaa 
preparing for conflrsation, having to know Che catechiSD. and in 
the old daya at leaat, recite It without a flaw. They run 
through a apeech of a political actlvlet, dealing perhapa with 
a groea abuae of the people at large: "Bat" they wutter* "Ho! 
There, you aee! Be aald nothing about claaa» not one word about 
claaa1" They never stop to chink whether this was not an 
audience which could Instruct the speaker about claas! 

I am not suggeatlng that s boolMm Is a vorti, or even If it 
ls> chat s woTtB is a pig. In ■; view, s bookworm is a worn which 
knows only books, whereas a revolutionary should not know only 
books, but, as Lenin advised, should **llve in the nldsc of the 
Basses". 

You make a really serious speech, stressing the lack of 
destocrscy. The bookvom, who cen only understand what is written, 
wants to know what on earth is democracy for. He never atops to 
aak hinaclf what a hardpressed working people will do with 
* desocracy. If you do not spell 1C out, letter for letter, there 
is a fear that all you want is bourgeois democracy, as though 
bourgeois democracy is not the result of definite sociel 
foraatione and struggles and struggles and formations > and as 
though in all cases it la not superior to dlccetorshlpl 

In the saisa way they look at Rodney talking about the people 
and people*! poMr and they brand it populism as though iny 
revolutionary doctrine worth the name In our elms can be 
revolutionary %rithout people*s power. 

THE TRAnB UNION STRUGGLE 
In Cuyane, the orgenlaed working class by definition has long 
had its own trade union#. However, the majority of these unions 
are class organisations only In e very limited sense. 

Prom 1975, a majo Ity of them fall victim to the PNC*s campaign 
to have unions affiliated to it. Those which affiliated to the 
PNC fell, so to speak, under the*PHC*a whip. This whip related 
even to what candidates could be elected to their leadership. The 
whole prograiBw of the union became the serving of the needs of 
the PMC which justified this by affirming ita role as the 
vanguard of the proletariat. 

The spirit of these controls is manifest in a vorkahop report 
of the First Biennial Congress of the PNC, distributed by the 
PNC Itself Co trade unions as pert of Che doctfMnc *'Report on the 
First Biennial Congreas of Cbe People’s NaCional Congress (1975)". 

Bare ere some of the reconmenoations at random: 

"vi) During this period Unions should make available funos 
annually for education of workers in pregraamea approved by the 
State; 
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'Vli) Punlcive BMaurM ahoold b* Mtsd out to Forty Mabors 
nho ouppott trodo udIoao wboM oiao oad objcctlros ore not 
cooolotoac vlth tlio rovolutlooory a ovoao ot; 

"rill) Solorled unionisto should be phoood out bocouoo this 
oncouroseo lucb leodcte in supporting any unjust doaonds by the 
tforkoro; ..« 

"x) Govoraaent mist ensure thot there ore free sad folr 
electlono In trade unions; 

*'2 (vl) Trade unions operating in the Fublic Sector Hist be 
affilioced to the Forty since Unions not affiliated can uodemlne 
the alas and objectives of the Farcy and Goveroaeot; 

*'(vll) Becaus of Che paraaountcy of the Forty it ehould seek 
to control*unions in tbs aajor sectors oi Che econoay, e>g. 
sugar, bauxite, rice, etc** (Feges 257•ISS). 

In vlev of the aany revised definitions of Far.aaountcy which 
are given defensively these dsys by PNC leaders, *t is fitting 
to quote the Lender hiaaelf who went Into s workshop and asde 
cha following reaarka In the course of a contribution; '*We 
have an exaaple at this Congress here of one Coarade who la a 
dalegata and has daclded to answer e helrbrainsd ecrike cell 
which aerely ceae about beceusa of a conflict between non*FKC 
leadership in a union for power. This particular toarada was 
on strike before he esae to Congress sod tbsn he says he la a 
strong PNC aeaber, avan chough ha knows chat tha PNC'a position 
le Chat this strike ves cerCrlnly not justified and in fact. 

Is contrary to the remarks appearing le ths Leadar*t addrasa". 

A llctla later on he said; "Ocw other point 1 would like to 
suggest should ba taken up in the workshop for dellberetloo is 
Che perenpunCcy of the party with respect to trade unions. Ve 
Calk about the psraaounccy of tha party with raapect to tha 
Governiaent. I suggest we ought to discuss the parsmountcy of 
Che party with respaet to the trade unions. 

'*(1) The party is the vanguard party, mobilising the people 
in execution and pursuance of Che aoclallst revolution; 

*'(2) By definition, the aoclallst revolution should involve 
Che proletariat and other sections of the working class which 
means the aemberahip of the trade unions; 

’*(3) Therefore, there cannot be another Institution which 
lays down a 1 le superior to the party in this respect, and 

"(4) Therefore, that your membership of a trade union, though 
obligatory, should not be subc dinate Co your membership of Che 
party. If the party has a certain position on an important 
na^cer from whom then do you take the lead? The party or e 
union that may be led by peraons who do not necessarily 
subacrlbe to the party*s objectives, cbe petty*a strategies and 
Che party's tactice?" (Same Report, pp 254-255) 
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la 1977 • the Bead of GovenaeDt declared at bla party'a 
Congraaa la the main addreaa that political atrllLca would be 
net with political meaauraa txkd chare would be "no holda barred". 
Be reaerved the right to declare a atrlke political. 

Aa a result of these and other developmenta, trade unions In 
general became deformed; Those affiliated ~ the same Reporc 
boasted of ten • lost all self*deCemlnatloo. They became 
another division of the Special breach against mlllcaot workers. 
Union Ufa became arid. Few workers would express their views 
within the union when they could not toe the line and in moat 
casea there was little opportunity to express views. 

GAWU was challSTkged extenully by the founding of a union by 
Che PMC • the Agricultural 6 Allied Workers Union (AAVU), with 
the aim of %flnning recognition in the auger industry. It was 
supported by tha Labour Daak» a PMC device with much authority 
ac workplacaa and working cloaaly with tha Office of the General 
Secretary of the PNC and Mlnlatry of National Development, ita 
efforts took different forms* but it failed dismally to win over 
anything like a significant body of workers. GAWU» however, as 
a consequence of all the preeeurea became highly defeoalve in 
order to preserve Ite Integrity has officially come out 
viciously sgalnet reform movements among Its members easlsted 
by WPA organisers, accusing them of wanting to undermine the 
major union end thus hurt the working close struggle and the 
aotl«4iDperlallet caovemenc. 

Before the September rebellion et the level of TDC delegatee, 
leading to Che 1984 George Daniels viccory over che PNG's 
candldece for Che Presidency • with just one or two exceptions, 
union meetings were not the agreed forum of expression they are 
supposed CO be. 

The union which tppeered co me to praeciea the highest level 
of Incemal democracy was NAACIB, which, on a decision of the 
BxecuClve appolnced me on my application, Co work at organising 
classes, tsklng my offer to work et che minimum vsge. 1 left; 
full of reepecc for its democrecic procedures end only ^d>en my 
presence there aCtracted all acres of police aurveillance, the 
photographing of all those entering the building, and a whole 
squadron of police meesuree which could ooc help en independent 
trede union to keep its integrity. NAACIE had existed as a 
dynamic, progTasslve and independent trade union for years 
before I aver worked in it. Yet, such ie the dlsreapect of the 
regime for trade unions end other organisations chat they fait 
^ presence there had aomethlng to do with pollclciaing the 
union, elthough 1 waa not a member end did not enter its 
governing councils. 

In such an atmosphere the great accent in the revolutionary 
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aoveaenc. ve mw lt» not to ooo to the ogonics of 
vorkon hj lotroduciag loto tbolr orgonlootlono a portlMn 
struggle, but to orgaolse them M cltlteae of Cbe vorklog 
people aeke the struggle for Indepeiideot trade unions an 
i^ortant part of tbs democratic agen^. 

It Is, however, true, that In the ranks of the trade unions 
there is considerable support for the UFA positions and that 
the struggle which antl^feaDcratic unions had Co face 
iDtemally In those days and even at present Is alvsys 
denounced by defensive leaders es scsahow connectsd with the 
VPA. Our only response has been to defend all workers fighting 
for their Juet deMnds egalnst the convenient, and diversionary 
accusation of doing the work of Che WPA or eny pollticel 
party. 

It is perhaps batter known that all strikes In the p^lbllc 
sector are es s nils labelled political from the atart. 

As an aside, it le elmoat car tain that an exaalnation of Che 
Conrade Leader*a ralstlon to the class stniggla in Guyana will 
provide nany answers to the present structure of Guyanese 
institutions and of the scece« 

When critics say that Walter kodney vea a aare populist, they 
ere talking In ignorance of the pertlcular sltustlon in Guyena, 
than and new, iha WPA is firmly rooted in the working people. 

It doee not call itself a vanguard party. The country is already 
served by two of them: the PPP, the more senior, snd the PNC. 

Yet it would be no exaggeretlon to sey Chet support for the UFA 
among tha organlaed workers belonging to ttede \mlODa, which 
are afflUeced or not affiliated to tht PPP and tha PNC, is not 
Insignificant. 

NASS AOXION 

SBLK-OROANXSAXZON 

SKLK-EMANOIRATION 

The unkindesc etteapt on Welter kodoey*s reputation is not Che 
accusation of alleged populism. In the phase of the struggle 
at horns in which he operated, persona looking superficially at 
Che pattern of hla activity could be eacueed for judging the 
activity populist. The express malice arises In the slender 
that Valter Rodney promised the people of Guyana freedom on e 
platter, and moreover, promieed them a Christmas present in 
1979. 

It was the chance of the old pollticel forces to get some of 
their own hack at him for being so rude, such an 'upatert' as 
to electrify Che csssses with the call for the removal of the 
dictatorship and Cor people's power. His self •‘appointed rivals 
who were not being rivalled by him created their own apochrypha 

Goi 'gle 



31 

around tha Issue and preached it relentlessly with all the suck 
CeeCh» bed Bind and bad eye for which our culture is so 
notorious. 

Walter Rodney's vessage to the people was the Besssge of 
self-eaancipstlon. He had no other Besesge. At his death we 
called hlB the prophet of self-emanclpatlon. Be warned against 
the would-be deliverer and ashed his people to beware of theo« 
Be did not know he was to be attacked as a would-be deliverer. 
In one speech he wes In fact responding to the growing 
sentlnenc that be was a deliverer by reminding the massive 
crowd of BumhaB's rise to power ss ''Guyana's only hope". Ha 
reBinded thes how in hla time they had promoted themaelves and 
their Comredes aa deliverers. Be then ended with the dramatic 
Imagery of experience: "And look what they delivered you Into!" 

The accusetlon of the old forces that Valter Rodney had 
promised the masses of working people a Christmas present was 
s stubborn hangover from one of the flaws of the progressive 
anti-colonial Mvsmsnt In the X9S0s. It was a fault we all 
shared. It was setting up ourselves as cha^lons of the people. 
In the early 19S0s. the massea still mslntslned some of that 
readinsss to act In given sltuatiooe. One only has to look at 
the great atruggles of the late forties, the bauxite and sugar 
strikes, the Transport strike against Colonel Teare and the 
general ferment of the messes of the population who vers 
pouring onto the streets around the ?FF. 

The suspension of the Constitution was widely resented by the 
population, but the scale of popular resistance was tBSllsr 
than the situation deserved. In fact, the Colonial Office 
understood as much ss that and weeks before the invasion of the 
British troops and the supervision, ss has bean recently 
revealed. It had planned to "contain" the most effective 
leaders in one way or another. The Colonial Officer argued that 
%fithout the leaders to stir up trouble, little action could be 
expected. This was not altogether true. The people, deprived of 
a freely functioning organisation which had directed their 
struggles for s few years had to fall back more on their own 
inventiveness and their own resources. Rad they been better 
prepared the level of resistance would have been a fine example 
for the colonial empire. 

The instinct for self-emanclpstlon was not fully lost however. 
It had been under attack by our ideaa of leadsrahlp. During the 
eeiergency of this period a considerable number nf actions cook 
place In the motion of Che people. 

Doubtlesa Cheddi Jagan had given leadership to the masses of 
Guyanese working people In the six years he stood up In the 
Legislative Council against the old colonial order and sundry 
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exploiters. The rest of us gave leadership in whatever sectioQ 
of the struggle we engaged, the Bcsentua was living because 
large pockets of people still ran trade unionsi friendly 
societies, social clubs, religious associations, village councils, 
famers' orgsnlsstloos, slners' organisations and ethnic 
societies which were accustoaed to directing thenselves. Many 
of these surfaced politically In opposition to the EnBore 
shooting. But without Intending any ham the growth and outlook 
of the PPP gradually replaced ell of that with a new tradition 
of looking to leaders to call for action. 

During the racial violence of the sixties, although Che bulk 
of it was centrally directed there was also another period of 
falling back to self-organised action. The ethnic coBunltles 
felt chat the prograsAe wae clear and they were largely free to 
ect. Severel peace comlcteea were also self-organised st s 
later stage. 

Not surprisingly, Che sane racial crisis In its fullest effect 
ended with sore authority paaelng to the hands of the political 
parties. And within the parties it led to eore authority passing 
to Che leaders. Matters resched such a point that it began to be 
seen as an set of treachery for sooeone of a given ethnic group 
not to support the leader of that group. The leader becaae the 
"only hope" of the ethnic group. Hr L P S Burnhaa anjoy• the 
honour of carrying that dependence of people on leadership and 
authority of leader over people to absurd Halts. 

The reason why resistance to the present reglae does not 'take 
the fom of poll deal-type protests as people expect should be 
looked for in the tradition sec froa about 1931, which by 1966 
had reduced the working people to sections of an amy waiting 
for orders. Thus, the building of chat kind of party also had this 
disadvantage along with its ssny benefits. 

The present reglae works on the theory of the colonial state. 

It regards the people as passive on their own and it has a 
number of South African type bans on those who associate with 
rebellious activists. These bans operate In e subtle way. They 
usually threaten the person's Job or the Job of s relative, and 
in selected cases give rougher trestsKnt. 

In this context, Che message of Walter Rodney wae revolutionary. 

Rodney had been arguing precisely the need for public activity 
and self-organisation and aiass action, showing the nasses hov 
their activity, not hie, had kept the enemy at bay, reduced the 
House of Israel thugs to a margin, )cepc Che thugs sent to do 
nischief from striking. Then he argued that perhaps If the 
oppressed working people and all the oppressed classes were to 
take the struggle seriously, vt could give ourselves a Christenss 
present, by bringing about the defeat of Ring Kong. 
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The whole ccoccpt vwe tbet the opea cleee etrxiggle of the 
Bteue of worklag people for cbelr political rigbta could not 
long be Ignored within the Induatriel orgenleetiona, that the 
eoarglee of eucb actiwltp of the working people would inepire 
effort# at correcting oppreeeioiie» chat Che rlelng of the whole 
people in peaceful ailicancp would have Ita effect on Che 
■ILltarp, and waa having ita effect, and that whatever 
coordination waa neceaaary would energe fra the atruggle itself 
and fro 0 the creativity of those engaged In It. 


B AUX X 76: WOBKBRS AC71 ON 
The proceaa did la fact begla to taka ahape. A atrika broka out 
in the beualte belt et Kwekweni, loog the leaat alliCant aection 
of the workforce. The VPA had never vlelced Kwekwenl. 

The ecrlke wee concerned with nerlt Increnente which had been 
denied the workere for the year 1979. Xt was a rather generel 
iaaue aaong workera la tha puhlle aactor, in which, according 
to tha Uagea igreevant of 1977, they abould have received $14 e 
d^ fivaa Jeauery 1, 1979. la two eaterprlaea, the MaageMikta, 
eiter belag inatnicted not to pay the contracted wnga of $14 a 
day mutonatlcally applied the aerlt lacreaeata aad la tha caaa 
of CUTSUCO aad oaa otbar corporation, paid tbaae lactaaaata to 
werkara until May 31, 1979 wbaa tbay received ordere by clrcolar 
not to neka payaeate higbar tbaa tha waga rata for 197$. 

Tha Kwakwaal atrika soon bec«a a gaaaral atrlha la tba 
bauxlta induatry aanctlonad by tba union. A naw period of 
inltiatlvea froa tha hettca had broken out la the haonlte 
iaduatry, all a raault of tba atruggla of tha Organisation of 
Herklag Paople <0lfP). but outaida OHP. Guyana la faaoua for 
tbaaa foraatlona of people who while accepting the oblectivea of 
e pioneer hand of flgbtara, orgsalaa aeparataly and la such a 
way aa to dlagulae tbair Inapiratlon and avoid tba atl^a which 
^ba plonacra have aamad« 

The official haualte atrika led by persona awag whoa were 
nabera of tba ruling party, on tha narrow quaatlea of 
Increatata, caused tha FlC such extraae dlaconfort that It did 
not deea tha strike political. Ikwever, when other celled 

a solidarity atrika after the hauacite laeua raaalnad «aaattled 
for weeks, the regine deened (be whole a ow enan t political aad 
**dealsBed to bring 'Sown tha govervent". Tbcac other unione were 
GAHO, CCUU end RAACIE, with the unlvereity tmioo ayi^tbetic 
but uaehle to offer concrete Indnatrlal e^^port et thet tlae of 
the yeer. 

The entire noraent ^ll^>eed becaoae of the trellneaa of neny 
of the Inatlt^c^^^^^diyaae, which have e certain Inage in 
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public, but in reality are aosethlug leaa l^oeing. Surely thle 
veekneee is aoc confined to the Caribbean, but it la here this 
vrlter kno%^ it boat. It exiate in Guyana in extreae fora. A 
trade union la not neceeaarlly uhat it ought to be, but a looa4 
gathering of indivlduala. Th* eaae can be true of a cooperative 
aoclety. The ease can be true of eoclallaa. The need to loipreaa 
la perhapi the aoat iaportant fora in which our colonial aelf* 
depreciation ahowa Itaelf. Thia intervention it deliberate if 
our Caribbean eoapatrlota in the Caribbean diaapora arc to 
undaratend our aocial aotlon and not be puailed by it. The 
forael Inatitutlona are only akin-deep. The working people have 
a cryptic.way of expreeaiog the aaae crlticiM wheo they aay, 

'*Vhat la laportant ia who you know, not what you know 

The itratagy of the ruling party wee eoncantrated on ona 
objective. The PNC leader called In the bauxite union leederahip, 
no doubt over drinka, and axplalaed to then how ha vae beleagured, 
how by ancouraglng the aolidarlty etrlke and other geiturea fro« 
GAHU, they were putting Jegan on top, how the whole thing was 
dealgned by UFA (that up■tart Rodney) and the PPF to take over 
Guyana. The ueual threate would follow this eoulful appeal for 
loyalty to the old tiec. There would be a prosiae of '*no hoide 
barred*'. There would be a provlae to put pressure on nllltants 
who were giving the leaderehip of Che union a headache, and a 
deal %rould be struck. Part of Che threat would not merely be 
threata of activating Part II of Che National Security Act and 
"putting you in Sibley Hall end throwing away the key". It 
would be a threat of pereonal ruin - the salary, the mortgage, 
the poaiciOQ, Che children in thle or chat position. 

My faith in the Guyanaee masses has remained and remains 
unshaken. Yet it is true chat 8S out of every hundred of our 
bureaucrate, governmental or trade union, would buckle to such 
and another ten would selte the option f>£ migrating. After the 
1984 IVC elections, there la an increasing nixiber of trade 
union leaders who would not even be sumatoned, who are b^ing put 
beyond Che pale. 

Thus it was chat on the motion of tbc bauxite union in whose 
interests solidarity had been expressed, the strike collepaed. 

The bauxite union won increment concessions some time Istsr, 
but these increments continue to be denied to the rssc of the 
public sector, elthough NAACIE won an action in the Court of 
Appeal, the final court, in favour of the payment of Increcsents, 
based on application of the law of contracts. Thia decision was 
overturned by the Perllement In the Labour (Amendment) Act which 
according to Attomey^Seneral Dr H Shahabuddeen did not 
interfere with the decision of the Court of Appeal, which was 
very sound, but which "put it out* of action". 
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Tb«re va» oo conspiracy b«twa«n the WPA leadership and Che 
bauxite union leadership. The atrike vaa not in any way 
insclgaced by the WPA which had no relationahip wlch the union 
leadership. It wee clear to ua Chet in cbe anti^letatorla1 nood 
sweeplog Che country, Che working people would seek to renove 
(tom their path dictatorial aeaaurea such aa the unilateral 
denial of agreed wage paysenca, in order to defend their 
standard of living. This la all the interference the VPA can 
slead guilty Co in Che 1979 induacrial diaputes. 

It is surprising, then, to read later, a report not yet denied, 
of a PPP speaker clalnlng during the 1980 election campaign that 
Rodney aade the strike political. Who then had made the 1977 
strike political? 

The 1979 strike mat with very buaiseasllke and brutal repreaaion 
before its collapse. Guyana Storms workers wars beaten up ip 
broed daylight by a band of official thugs who knew they would 
not ba arreatad or charged. Rouse of Israel chugs appeared in 
many guises beating up Indo end Afro Guyanese end other mi11centa 
In the trade union or political struggle. The death squad was 
Che permanent street patrol. Reslatance was widespread. Gordon 
Todd was arrested for appearing with his members in public, csksn 
off to a ullltary outpost and held IncoHunicado for several 
hours until the TUG General Secretary J H Pollydorc Intervenad 
with the Prims Hinlseer Burnham, who It would seem, had not left 
these details to mere assiscancs. 

The collapse of the combined strike still has to be examined 
in detail and aaaeased. Let ua content ourselves with saying that 
the maaaes had placed a great deal of hope in its outcome. Large 
>umbere of the workers on strike had no intention of going back 
under the existing government. That Is where the expectations were. 

It needs some hlstorlcel vision to absorb a collapse of chat 
magnitude and most popular activists were not able to absorb it. 
the striking workers went back to work with a heavy heart and 
after carefully considering whether or not they should obey their 
unions. 

This, let it be repeated, is not a description of the strike, 
but merely an attempt to fit the industrial action Into the 
general movement of Che day. 

'^e rest is murder. 


MURDER 

As the civil rebellion went on the defeneive after the collapse 
of the industrial action, the regime became emboldened and 
resolved to take the Initiative in ways open Co then. 
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There vee one way and that vas narder. 

When che Industrial action broke, the vorkere' oiovetiaoc Mcaoe 
the frontline of the civil rebellion, in objective terns. 

The workers were conducting a struggle and In our nlods It 
needed all support because so oiucb rested on It, including che 
ability of che working people to make ends meet* 

In the eyes of the masses of working people, che urban end 
rural poor, the patriotic middle class ~ che original ranks of 
Che civil rebellion, it was the W?A which had to explain the 
collapse because In their view It was a UFA struggle or as some 
would have it, Rodney's struggle. They looked to the UFA for an 
explanation. To give euch an explanatloo, the UFA could be forced 
CO engage in open criticism of ocher aotl^^lctatorlal forces 
^Ich the forces of the old politics would certainly not abide 
and which would play into che hands of Che dictatorship in such 
an open way that che masses themselves would regret it. Moreover 
chare had baan no opporcuniey to dlacuaa thaaa failings vlch 

Che organisacloos concerned In the first piece and It would be 
on che whole, on our own standards, to go public and pose as 
schoolmasters of organisations oiuch more senior and veil 
structured. 

The UFA finally explained In broad and general terms that the 
main reason why che dictatorship still remained In power was that 
chare was a crisis In che political life, outside of ParliaoteQti 

there was an Induscrlal crisis of limited but Importent scope; 
but AO crisis in the security forces. Nor would the crisis In 
the security forces take place until the civilian forces, that 
is, che forces of labour and the popular forcea, manifested a 
clear and united purpose. 

Parc of che dilenDa also was Chat historically, the WPA had 
been propagandising in favour of trade unions, In favour of 
workers Joining trade unions and caking an active part in them. 
Workers, at least in chose days, much preferred to spend their 
time In political organisations Chan In the structuree of their 
unions, In which with few exceptions, they had little faith. 


KOAMA 

The attack on Pr Bernard Darke SJ of'July 14, 1979 cook place In 
che context of a mass demonstration on Brickdan and in broad 
daylight. 

Every other assasslnstlon of the regime has been carried out 
In rather different, concealed or semi-concealed, circumstences. 

It was In che course of a lull In the street activity that 
Ohane Koana was gunned down In Roxanne Burnham Gardens near 
cwllight on che evening of November 18, 1979 on the anniversary 
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of the Jonestown Baesacre. The aurder of (hie young leader of 
the VPA| whose special work was edBlolstratloQ, and in his own 
right, a tough pioneer of agricultural cooperatives, was carried 
out in tervs of the Bumhaa doctrioe. This can be construed as 
Che right of the arved forces to shoot down anyone who is 
accused of having a flreane. 

The state held an inquest into the death of Ohene Koaaa in the 
second year after hie aurder, perhaps because it lelt secure in 
the evidence it had to present. However, we have listened to the 
part of the evidence that was put before the tribunal since the 
cross exsttlnacion of e vital police eyewltneaa was not facilitated. 
The evidence presented by Sgt Andrews of the Death Squad, who did 
the shooting, did not stand up to cross exsalnatlon. The claims 
he made were physically untenable. He spoke of e weapon fully 
assembled in e canvas bag. When in court, the weapon could not 
be hidden in the bag presented. He spoke of the seme weapon being 
shut into the boot of e particular car, when the boot of that car 
could not enclose the weapon. He claimed all of ehie because he 
wanted to cIsId that he fired in self-defence after Ohene aimed 
at him with the weapon. Aasualng that there had been a weapon in 
the cef driven by Ohene, it could only have been held in the boot 
in a broken-down stats. So Ohene could not have assembled it and 
aimed it at Andrews vbo suddenly drove up on him from behind 
while another cer blocked his path. Andrews had to "asacmble’* the 
weapon after the fact to plead justification. The plea was exposed 
in*open court and certain of the other physicel tests were 
therefore evaded by the Coroner under police pressure. 

It was cold-blooded execution. 

A serious lav enforcement agency would heve arrested Koema and 
presented evidence of catching him red-handed rather then executing 
him on the spot. This Incident brings out more than any other the 
ruchlessness of the Burnham regime and the falsity of its alleged 
non-violence. 


DUBLIN AND RODNEY 

a 

The second killing of a U?A activist, Edward Dublin, a member 
of* the ranks of the unalloyed in Ulsmar, the bauxite belt: he 
was accused, after his killing which took piece as he left a 
night spot, of ''stealing cetsent*' being stacked for use in the 
remaining work on the PNC's Pslw Tree cinema in the area. It was 
thus a very privileged category of cement, requiring*a person 
who stole it to be executed on the spot. 

About late March 1980, before Walter Rodney was denied the 
right to travel, though he pledged to return to face his trial, 

« 
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there ceiee ioto hie heed e c^y of the "Recognltloa Hendbook - 
Work log People's All fence". A US JourneLlet vho vae shown it at 
a preBB conference aaid, "Oh, a hltllatt" The booklet carries 
the following under the captioni "Foreword": "These aotee are 
designed to provide a guide to the easy recognition of personnel 
of the Uotking People's Alliance and vehicles chat are associated 
with the organisation's activities. It Bust be appreciated that 
vehicle nuabers and colour nay change froa tiae to tlae ae is 
now a regular practise (sic) with chat organisation". 

The three araon accused appear together in the first photograph 
and after that pride of place was given to Walter Rodney. The 
Hat also contains non^aeabere > f the WFA thought to be aeabera 
by the well Informed security forces. 

All the executions. Including that of Walter Kodney* were 
carried out at periods when the public activity of the WPA was 
noticeably low. Those vho have said that the assssslnatlon of 
Walter Rodney was refiponslble for low aoaentum should balance 
the eleaent of truth In that with the knowledge that he UlaseU 
was killed in a period of low public activity. 

The story of Rodney's assassination Is well known. What wc 
can usefully note here la sotna coBon faaturea running through 
the PNC's assaaalnatlona of VPA pcrsonnal. 

The PNC In each case speaks in the place of the police through 
Che radio and the state-owned newspaper. There Is no such thing 
now as a police bulletin following an unusual occurrence. It Is 
the ruling party that speaks on the question. Even if it should 
publish a ststenent and attribute It to the police, in Guyana, 
that police officer can make no protest at all. The ruling party 
Is presumed Co have a clala on his loyalty. Afcer all, it gave 
hln his Job. 

The next feature is chat the PNC always atceapts to blame the 
vlcticn for his own death. The victim must be made responsible. 

In forming this ^Libl, the PNC does not realise that It Is 
proclaiming to the world the level of Its ruthlessness. 

It also shows blatant disregard for its own courts, since the 
upshot of its defences is that It knows of plana for insurgency 
or some act leading to Insurgency, but scorns to bring the 
culprit to Justice and exercises the right of the tyrant to 
suoimary execution. The penalties in the written law for pussessLon 
of firearots, for stealing, for possession of explosives or 
whatever Is the accusation made by the regime, are set aside 
and the death penalty substituted. This is the cold record of 
the PNC*6 peaceful repression. 

In the case of Rodney, the PNC has been fed the story chat be 
was killed in order to prevent his physically removing the 
dictator. 
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1 listened e Booth ego In silence to this defence froB so 
apologist. This ts» vheo ex«Binad> a confession of Girder or 
cooaplrecy to Border. Tor a sane man to accept such a.report and 
to act on it with such finality• he aust have very convincing 
evidence. The evidence would be enough to place before a court 
or at least to cause the person In authority to use In order to 
secure sore dannlng evidence. A ruler would indeed he very 
fortunate to beer such s plan and so convincingly that he 
believes it and takaa ratdilatory action. He could have enhanced 
hia vboXa political poaltioo by puraulng the natter while taking 
the necaesary pracautiona through hia vary reliable agent or 
other agents. Any such explanation from the south of a parson 
wielding atata power ia a confession of Burder and of substituting 
hlnsslf for the lav, a confession ot utBost ruthlsssnsss. 

Bowsver, the tsctlcal blxmder In selecting the wrong vlctln so 
early in the plotted agenda, and the latematlooal slerm it 
raised for years sfter, set aelde by many political forBatlons 
outalda of Guyana only to deal with the Raagao Banaea which ia 
also s concern to Guyana, has served to stay the hand of the 
raglBS in relation to other targets of that type. 

The tastlBooy of an axils now living abroad, one who clalBOd 
to he In the tap ley of the reglBs in those crucial days, stsaps 
Itself as largely credible becauaa of one fact. It stscea that 
the original plan in May 19A0 vaa to charge Rodney with 
treason, hut thst this plsn was discarded in favour of a plan 
to asaaesinate hia. 

The treason trial of the Vast Coast brothers, tvsn SookrsB 
and others, aeeBs to coofliB this tastlaony. An Intamational 
enquiry into the killing would surely have given wider audience 
the chaacs to sift such evidence. 

Tbs Bsn cherged with trasson la 1960 hsd all bean tortursd at 
tbs Eva Lsary bssdquartsrs in order to satract froB thsB 
evidence l^licatlog cbcBselves In acts ssan ms traasonsbls. 

Tbs evldsncs, howtvar, also iJ^llcatsd Halter Rodney.. It was. Boat 
dsaaglng teatlaony la^lleatlng Rodney In sll sorts of hl^ly* 
uncbsracteristic foras of violence and hslrbralnsd achcBsa. 

Vhlla conducting hia own cross axoination at the Leonora 
Magistrate'a court because of the absence of counsel, Iven 
SookrsB saksd the heed of the hoBlclde squad: 

Did you question Welter Rodney? 

Ho, was the answer. 

Did you St any point arrset bin? 

Ho. 

Why? 

I had no Inatructions. 

The lav cnforcaBsnt Baehlnary was a Bare tool In the hands of 
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Che nilera. Perb«p« “Injtmctloo*" b*d been given to torture the 
euepecte en4 extrect evidence of « certain kind froa tbes. They 
yielded to preeeure and gave the kind of evidence required of 
then. The fact of their torture has of course by oov been accepted 
by the highest courts which eat on the issue. ?et, after all this 
iDvasloo of people's person and conscience, the regine cook a 
decleioo DOC to prosecute Rodney for treason, but to take bln 
before a court where he could not plead. 

ntere are even nore killings of Che fellen: the crlninals who 
are always killed "la coofrtttCation with the police". Since 
investigative reporting la not allowed in the etaCe aedia and 
the scope for it is sadly reatrlctad In chs non^govemaental 
preaa, the powers chat be get away with airder. They need not 
answer questions put to Chea by Che prase. The Guyana Human Rlghta 
Aaaoclation has listed lists of crialnel suspects or offenders 
suaaarily dispstched by the police. Inforastion from Che street, 
not confiraed, tells of Isadinq PMC aeabers who, after exploiting 
the crialnal tendencies of individuals in chair control, pass 
their naaca on to Che police for 'Vritlng off". One aan who waa 
s*hoc In the stresc end did not die wes finished off at Kitty 
Police Station. 

True, aa the Raport on the Joint Hiseion on Political Preedca 
in Guyana finda, there have been no recent pollticel killings. 

So far as the politically active are concerned, there have bean 
kllilnga recent enough to effect politics at the present dsy. 


RODNEV ON RACIAL JUSXICE 
A LBC3ACV FOR ALL 

A syaposluB recently sponsored by Che Hietory Department of Che 
Unlveraicy of Guyana on Blaa Covela and Valter Rodney cook note 
of Che scedemlc legeciee of each of those two outstanding 
Caribbean workere. 

In cloalng'thia account, I ahall atteapt to look at aoae of 
the political legactea of Valter Rodney, not perh^e In exactly 
Che same words as I have done before or with Che stmt eaphases. 

In this Cask, 1 wish to leave a docwent, a saall paeeage from 
Walter's best known speech on the Arnold Ra^ersaud case. I want 
to claim Chat the approach to race which is partly revealed here 
has been one of the most lasting legacies of Valter Rodney to 
Guyanese and Caribbean politics. For while Guyana ie sick, the 
Caribbean suffers with It, as It does with Jeaaies, or Grenada. 

"What, afur all, do we expect of e jury? What ie Its task? 
These twelve people, supposedly the peers of Che accused, ere 
s^poB.ed to come to a rational, logical decision ss to whether 
t^e crlae could have been, or wee covitted by this particular 
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Individual coocerned. Tbmt it vkf, in the Doited States, Black 
Ben have beeo fighting against idilte majorltj Juries. The; have 
been saying: 'White Juries caimoc be our peers In a society 
where those white people do not live In our cosaanvity, do not 
understand our cconuolty. To be put to be Judged by a Jury Chat 
caaprises a Bajorlty of whites la, in fact, to threaten our very 
freedoa, our very liberties.' So that, under nomal 
circuoatances, it is general, it is accepted, that the trial 
will cake place in the area of Jurlsdictioo in which the crlae, 
or alleged crlse, took place. 

"In this case, cootrary to tha etaodard practiea, chough 
there have been exceptlooe before, the atate, tha proaacuclon, 
Intervaned to aay that ebay could not expect Juatice in Barblce. 

"Kow I as not Coo aura what art all Che political i^licaciona 
about vhacher tbay have eupport or do not have avpport In 
Barbie#, but thay ara aaylng aoae very aignlfleant chiaga Che 
nottaot Chat ebay put chat to a judga in Barbie# and get hln to 
eccape that tha cast auac ba tranafarred to Gaorgecown'a 
JuriadicClon. 

"Tbay era saying, first of sll, that in tba whole of Berbice 
county, they have no confidence that tbay can find a jury item 
tba jury Hat, twelvs nan who can givs a sana verdict. So, 
maber one th^ eey that Berhiciana aithar have no senae or no 
aenaa of jueclce. So chet'e half tha country tbay hava wiped 
out already • a very large eectlon of our people. 

"They then go further. They are putting Che ooua, and C^y 
are putting preaaure on Cba accused. They ere not eeklng the 
quescloB which is the nonal queeCion, whether ths accused can 
have s fair hearing. Tbay ara aeytng: 'Can tba proeacution have 
a fair bearlog?* 

"And chan tbay tranafar it to Gaorgatown aftar putting forward 
as cbslr raasco that tbara ia political position, that paopla 
in Berbica ara oppoead to the toll ga^a. And tbay com to 
Gaorgatown and tbay aiebar iaply, or, in tba present trial, gbsy 
actually com out openly and atate, chat tba raaaoo for the 
effance vaa political. It vu beeauaa Arnold Raapersaud waa a 
■aabar of a particular party, tba party oppoead to tba coll gata, 
Chat ehla individual-tharafora*earned out tba criaa with this 
political aotivaticn. 

"Having said that, tbay ara saying that tbay expect the jury 
in Georgetown to judge that political MCter •era sanely, aora 
logically and in a fairer aanner, than the jury in Barbies. 

"Thla ia giving it it# beat interpretation and Chare is no 
basis for such an ssaMption. Beesuae, if the case is political, 
if they are alleging political •ocivation and if they ere asking 
Arnold Sa^ersaud to be ludged by twelve aaabers of our coMunlty, 
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then any twelve aeBbera. of tbe coMAlty will h«ve a political 
InvolveaeDt and therefore ao automatic bias and we euat aak what 
la tbe probable nature of that bias. 

''They're reaoviog hla fre« Berbice. Mow let us apeak frankly 
to each other as Guyanese who know the situation, tfhen they 
reaove bla fren Berbice the clear Indications are as follows: He 
la an Indian. Berbice is primarily Indian. He is a PPP ^aber. 

And they believe there la too nuch PPP support in Berbice. 
Therefore, they will resova the trial froa an area where the 
jury list might probably reflect Indian support, or FF? support. 
And they will bring it to an area where they believe, or Imagine, 
Chat the jury Hat will reflect Afro-<kiyaneae or African aupport, 
Black aupport and PMC aupport. To put it In plain worda, they 
are bringing thla Indlen end thla PPP member to aak him to be 
judged by Black people in Georgetown, and probably by people 
with either memberahlp or connection with the PNC. 

"Now I cennot, by the wldeec acretch of Imagination, come to 
a conclusion that thara la any Intention to give Justice to the 
accused when one creates that type of situation. 

"And thla foollahneaa about the mixed Jury is Intended to 
camouflage that basic fact. The very maocMr in which the last 
trial was conducted and the manner In which thla present one 
began, la calculated to put to those African members ~ possible 
PNC members > In tbe Jury that it la their responsibility to 
see to It that this man is convicted. Because they are saying, 
'Why you chink we bring him all the way from New Amsterdam where 
he would have got off? You think we bring him here for you to 
let his off?' 

"They A^e virtually enjoining upon that jury, by a form of 
political prasiure and social praaaure which all of us 
understand; thay are enjoining that jury to hang the mao. 

"This la chair admonition to that jury. Never mind all the 
evidence and the cross examioacion and the points of law which 
have been raised In that case when it went to that last jury. 

Xf and when It goes to this preaant jury, they will have that 
type of political and social pressure on their minds. ... 

"Does it have anything to do with race that tbe cost of living 
far outstrips the Increase In wages? 

"Does it heve anything to do with race chat there are no goods 
in the shops? 

"Does It have anything to do with race when the original lack 
of democracy as exe^llfied In Che national eiectious is 
reproduced at the level of local goverameDt elections? 

"Does It have enything Co do with rece yben the bauxite workers 
cannot elect their own union leadership? 

"Does it have anything to do with race when, day after day. 
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whether ooe Is Indian or African, without the appropriate party 
credentials, one either gets no es^loyaeot, loses one's 
eaployioent, or is subject to lack of prove don? 

**XC Is clear that we sust get beyond that red herring and 
recognise that It Is Intended to divide, that It is not intended 
in the Interest of the covion African and Indian people of this 
country. 

"Those who aanlpulated In the 1960a, on both sides, were not 
the sufferers. They were not Che losers. The losers were chose 
who partlclpsted, who shared blows and got blows. And they are 
the losers today. 

"It Is else we understand Chat those In power are still 
attenpclng to taalntain us In Chat veotallty; Mlntaln us in that 
osntallty where we are afraid to act or we act Injudirlously 
because we believe that our racial interast's ara at scaka, 

"Surely we have to transcend Che racial problees? Surely we 
have to find ways and neane of enaurlng that there is racial 
justice in this society? But it will certainly not be done by a 
handful of so-called Black sen vonopollslng the power, squeeslng 
Che life cut of all sac clone of the working claaa, and Cuming 
around and expecting that they will vanlpulate an Issue auch aa 
the Arnold Raaperasud affair and get the support of ordinary 
Black people because we will say, 'After all, la only a Indian. 
We could hang hia. Ko sweat 1' 

"Because, ss I said before, you atarc with one thing, you end 
with another. The systes doesn't stop at racial dlscclninatloA. 
Because it la s systea of class oppression. It only caaouflages 
Its class nacurs under a racial cover. 

"And in the end. It will aove against anyone irrespective of 
colour. In the end, they will aove even against chelr own. 
Because, don't believe if you are a aeaber of that party today, 
that you will be protected coaorrow froa Che injustices. Because 
when a aonscer grows. It grows out of control. It eats up even 
those who created the aonster. 

"And it's tlae our people understood chat." (WR, 1977) 

Indo-Cuyanese activists similarly have stood up and are 
standing up against atteapta Co aanlpulace Che Indo-Cuyanese 
sections of the population, by addressing thea directly, whether 
In mixed audiences or not, on these Issues which fora the very 
raw Diaterlal of revolution and all possibilities of democratic 
advance. 


" OF TEXAS 
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SOME OLOSIWO WORDS OW 
RODNEV • S ROLITIOAL OUI-TtJRE 

His interest In polltlesl pover st sXl, or in politlcsl power 
for Its own sske, hes not jrtt becoa« the stendsrd a»ong politlcsl 
lesders snywhere end not In the poot^coloolsl world* 

He wss first and foresose s Caribbesn citiseo from the country 
of Cuysae. 

He vss flraly and consistently anc1*loperialisc, but not blind 
to what the people living in the bosoa of loperialist centres 
were capable of producing In the vey of culture» erf| struggle 
end huaan progress. 

He wes firaly antl^reelst end worked everywhere* even when he 
joined In ettacktng reclea* for the non-reclel society. 

He favoured e sufficient period of reconstruction of Guyenese 
society* es he knew thet the poseibllltiee of constructing 
socialism in the short run had been ruined both politically and 
economically. He remained coMitted to socialism as the historic 
solution to the problem of class and poverty and was in quest of 
state forms which entrenched in theory as well as In practice 
the primacy of labour. 

He taught ue to be alert about social formations and class 
formations in particular* bowing to no dogma on the question of 
how a given society ought to develop, bowing to no prognosis of 
doom. 

Ue rejected theories suggesting that classes were about Co 
disappear and that soon the class struggle itself would be out 
of date. He considered it a duty to trace the varioua ways In 
which the class struggle presented Itself in verioua social 
aeccingSt 

He was of course eoHicted to a society In which no class 
exploited or oppressed another on any explanation. 

He vaa extremely alert In Chose ieeues where race and class 
overlapped. 

He did not undereacimsce the power of rice as a factor* but 
rejected purely racial explanations. 

Hie manner le a subjact of coasent until now in our ranks and 
beyond. He dealt with pereona of any station In life with 
unfailing respect. Many have feigned such e respect* only to 
Indulge their ego In the secret of their own homee with their 
own family. Hie respect for his remarkable partner* not In forms 
terms his academic peer, and for his children* his mother end 
father* his wife's mother and father* his sister and brothers, 
his fellow party members • was by no means inconsistent with his 
public posture. 

An example of his readiness Co be guided by the healthy 
senalcivlcles of tha masses* by Che signs of rebellion from then 
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was his public proalaa not to use tha word "coarade'* ainca th« 

PNC rularo had for all practical purpoaaa corrupted it and 
placed it at the centre of their inelncere and aotl'huaan 
coaunl cations. 

In his political culture* ha had little energy to invest on 
theses ab^t revlsionisa or this or that error in the international 
revolutionary Bovasent. Vhoavar caaa to hlB with sue!' a thane 
would draw the reply, sovatiacs after a few patient alautes, 

"Those people, however. Bade a revolution. Ws srs In no position 
to prssch to then". 

Ha was eha prophat of self•emancipation and this inflexible 
coaBltBeoc waa proof agalnat all levela of laparlalist 
iotlBldatlOQ as well as against slsnders which cast him In the 
role of a would-be deliverer. 

And only where our footateps- end can tell 
whether the journey was an old advance 
or a new retreat; or wbather In the duat 
our heal taarks anrf our toe narks are confused 

• Hartlo Carter 
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WALTER RODNEV LIVES 
An Analy'si.s of H±s 
Oon tiT i k>\-i t ± on to tHo 
Watlondl ^n<3 I n tox'nai t ± ona I 

S.tx'u^^Xo foir* BiT'OAd S* ^vistXoo 

History h^a fortuiMCaly given to nen^lnd outetendlng indlvlduele 
%rho have ude eignlficant concrlbutlv^e to aoclety and who» In 
fact, are outetanding becauae of the algaifleance of their 
contribution. It la the taak of the reat of ue to eake a proper 
analyale of the role of theae lndl\ *'(uali. 

If we look at the whole couree of aoclal production we find in 
looking around any clvlllaaclon, that the Min aaterlal aonuMnta 
have been created by a combination of working claaa indlvlduala 
working aa a labour force. The entire working claaa nakea a 
laatlng contribution to the aonuMnta which every society contains, 
to the cultural fabric of the society, end also to that part of 
theae which is handed down to Later generations. But In the case 
of those we see aa outstanding individuals, we arc saying that 
thair contributions, in a special way, very often in thought, 
invention and retearch, have made a particularly significant 
lapact. Jt la in this way chat we should look at the contribution 
of '..'alter Rodney. 

Another precondition to this diacuaaion is this: Ue have to 
settle for ourselves (since we do not elevate any human being 
Inordinately) what la a proper, healthy and constructive approach 
to the personality of those who are oo longer with ua. 

Speaking for ceyaelf, 1 would say that In the Caribbean, it 
appears to be s revolutlonsry and a cultural duty to collect, 
clsaaify and promote the contributlona of such a person as 
Valter Rodney, because in doing this we are la fact caking part 
In the creation of the Caribbean nation. Nothing less than that. 

It Is not a taak In which we have an option If we are to be 
responsible citizens. Secondly, I vlah to argue that we run few 
risks in being enchualastlc about the contributions of people 
who are no longer with us, because greve danger to perBanality 
and to society usually arises only when the recognition of the 
contributlona of an Individual becomes a deification, and becomes 
so, often, with his or her overt participation. 
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HAvlAg tiMt, let mt now pAsi on to de4l with tho 

rtvolutioiury thought mod practice of Ualcer Rodoey. Thoaa of ua 
who have worked with hl« In a political organiaatlon for the laac 
six years have beeo exposed to h&s creative approach to political 
life» his spotless integrity and political activity and his 
serious and overpowering coMlteent to the Interest of the working 
■assea of any given society and of the oooressed people of the 
world. He has aade aany contrlbutiooa, soae of which 1 do not yet 
know about because his works have not yet bean gathered together 
free the four comers of the globe. Ve can therefore touch only 
on soee of these. 


THE XNDEPBNDBHOB OB THE E>ARTV 

The whole question of the independence end creativity of a Marxist 
party was sonethlog to which ha made a aterllng contribution. He 
believed that the feet that the nature of the revolutionary 
Bovetsent Is international should not defeat tha need for 
parties in the Third World to be as independent sa possible In 
order to be creative. Tbia» be felt, was not to nake a fetiah of 
independence; It wae to be Independent in order to create and to 
apply tha energies to the concrete particularity In tha country 
in which one ves at work. Thla was a controversial stand, and he 
kept it up without aocegooicn to those who thought otherwise. 

Rodney's struggle for the independence of the Marxist party did 
not put hin Into the caap of the antl'-Sovleta of various groupings. 

He would ask thosa who were anxious to recite the various 
critlcisns of the Soviet, or the Chinese, revolution to be nore 
husble in their approach to a people who had nsde a revolution. 

Re was never ready to berate the progreaa of revolutionary 
■ovenente fron a dlatance or fron a poelClon of non-lovolvenehC. 

Ria focus was conatruetive axkd craativa and he Insisted that It 
%fae a better choice to keep so much Independence as to penit 
oneself to create. 

Nor was it a quastion of creation in the abstract. Xt was not 
a question of Indepandence for Its own sake, but was relatad to 
eoncreta work and concrete struggle. In the opinion of a 
contenporary, Horace Caapbell, Rodney, In his theoretical and In 
his historical work acteepted to contribute to filling that 
paucity of knowledge to which Marx was sensitive, of non- 
Suropesn societies - specially with respect to Egyptian and 
Chinese civilisation - and of the whole "richness of historical 
varlaty**. Campbell shows as evidence of this quest of Marx his 
use of the term "Asiatic mode of production*’ to describe those 
aocletiee which were not based on slavery or feudalism. 
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He continuee: ''Thie cMrecteiriMtloe ebowed deep Inel^t buc 
in thii century many Marxlete find e vei y w here the asm hleterlcel 
cetegorlee anelyced bp Marx in Europe. Hodney eroided thle 
pitfall and deaonatreted how capitalim In the fom of 
coloQlalles failed to perfon in Africa the taaka It had 
pecforwed la Europe la changing aoclal relatlooa and llheracing 
Che forcee of production. Technological atagnatioo, low 
agricultural productleiCy and poverty were buttreaaed by a fon 
of colonialia which entailed forced labour» co^ulalon to grow 
caeb cropa and an araenal of authoritarian lawn which left a 
legacy of antl-dasocratic practice and coMandlM In Africa." 
('*Valtar Rodney: People'# Historian^” Horace Cambell, CARXBBHAR 
COHTAiCT, Nevanber 1980) 

XHE: OARZBBBAN MZDDLB OL/hSS 
Walter Rodney nada contrlbutlona to the onderatandlng and node 
of devalopwant of tba Caribbean middle claaa. Hore» in hla 
practical activity in Guyana, ha taated hla Idaaa In practice. 

Ha argued that ha hi—elf, becauae ha waa an academic, had 
baco— a nenbar of the nlddla claaa. For thia raaaon ba waa 
particularly concamad with bow that claaa aaw Itaalf. Be waged 
a eaaaalaaa campaign to iaaplra, among othara, people of tba 
■Iddla atrata - and aapacially thoae In the profaaaleoi •* to a 
CO—It—nt to —rviea of the —a—a of the working people. 

Ha undaratood that tba middle claaa In the Caribbean bad no 
deatlny of ita own. It v— either a daatlny la tba —tvica of 
the oppraaaori and ii^riall— or a deatlny In tba —rvlca of 
the working —aaaa of the population. Ba aaw tba middle claaa, 
daacrlptlyaly, aa an 'evaraearlng* claaa. Thla la how the claaa 
had developed blatorlcally and thla la atill ita relation to 
the —ana of production in tba— daya whan the plantation la 
cDora or laaa abaorbed into tba atata. But given hie undog—tic 
approach, ha did not think that bacau— a particular aoclal 
category v— coocer—d with 'overa—ring' the Individuala in 
that claaa —re loet - even to a revoXutio—ry cauaa. So hla 
continued effort w— to Inaplre (along with the maaeaa) 
individuala and groupa who would be counted middle claaa to a 
revolutio—ry position, that la, a poaltlon co—itted to the 
deatiolaa and to tba freedom of tba oppraaeed. 


SOO ZAL FORMATION 

Brother Rodney alao made contrlbutlona in the ar— of analysing 
aoclal for—tioo. Bia keen Inalghta never failed to detect whan 
a new aoclal for—tioo waa coming Into being or an old one ao 
—akened chat It chr—teoad to p—a out of algnlfleant exlatance. 
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M«oy of hit dloeuooloQO ««r« Hoblo co go off on this theso, doc 
Irrolovaatljr, but In ordor Co olorc bio oudloaco Co «boC «#ao 
tofclog ploce before Cbelr very ejee. 

In Chio oree be hod Leemc froa Fonoo^ vbo bed lebelled cbe 
dloeppolocing course of oeo-coionlel politico o "process of 
retrogression" in Its Cerlbbean fora. Rodoey noted chat the 
central aspects of this brand of neo^olonlal policies vere: 

1 ) tbs coDceatracloo of power io cbe bends of a petty bourgeoisie; 

2) the destruction of popular political expression and 
participation; 3) Che manipulation of race and other divisions 
among cbe people; 4) the inacitutlonaiisatloo of corruption; 5) 
the extension of political repression and vlcdmisatloo; 6) ths 
vulgariaation of 'national culCurs' as s Cool for class rule end» 
7) the deliberate distortion of revolutionary concepts. 

Be srgued that Cbe peculiar petty bourgeoisie of the Caribbeen, 
Chat ls» the ruling group in tbs state insciCuClons» use those 
InatiCuClons precieely to Implcnenc policies which allow cha 
rsproductlon of cbe petty bourgeoisie es e class in the midst of 
dsclinlng matsrisl standards for the vest msjoricy and 
slmulcsneoua with tbs accalerated sxpeCrlaCloo of surplus by the 
•ulcioaciooal corporscieos. (SUM SCBOLAR» Septe^er 1973) 


SPONTANBOUS ST'RUGOLB 

From his psrspecclvs as s historian» Kodnty stressed» mors chan 
most rsvoluCionariss of his outlook» tbs positivs nature of 
apontaneoua struggle. Be did not agree that eny struggle or 
outburst of struggle should be dismissed as spontaneous simply 
bscauss it had not bean organised by s standard rsvolutlonary 
'party or by any party. As Boracs Cambell put It: "Bs (Rodney) 
escaped the pitfalls of acbolars who felt that they could chart 
the process of struggle for the working class and remarked in an 
intsrvlsw in 19S0» 'There is both from s chsorecicsl point of, 
view ae well es from ths point of view of anyone engaged In 
polities, s clear dlsclecClon between spontenelty in protest and 
Che organisation of,that sponteEMity and the sclf'^rganisaClon 
of people so that they carry tbsmselves from one stage to a 
higher stage. 

For him, Che spontaneous struggle was an Indicator of Che level 
of coneciousneee of Che working people and a measure of Che 
balance of the social forces. Once s struggle takas place, it la, 
for bodies armed with theory - In defence of the safety end veil 
being of the working maeeee - to underetand that struggle, to 
update their theory and to revise cbelr estimates of the relative 
etrengtbe and weaknesses of the social forces. 
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Be found the open or silent ecom of eponteoelty ^Icb sose 
revoluClonerlee take to be a correct attitude, dletreaelng and 
unscientific. In Carlbbeen history. It has been shown that, for 
whatever reason, the epootaneoua struggle of the working people 
has played an overpowering role In the accuaulstton of people's 
rights and freedoss. At another level, It Is true that 
BponCaneoua struggle, ss it presents itself on the social arena, 
Biay In fact nask the activity of oiaaroua aalf-organlaad groups 
tdilch had set theseelves Halted alas. 

His views on spontsnslty were related to hla views on the self- 
easncipstlon of the working people. Be saw tha role of the 
revolutionary party, ansd with a body of scientific political 
culture, as cruclsL. Scientific theory has its necessary relevance. 
Its role is to organise the experience of the working people 
worldwide and to coapsre it with a particular experlance which 
Is chan anrlched. Tbaory Isparts awartnass and anlargea tha vlaion 
but ravolutlonary anargy eoaea frea tha bowela of the opprassad 
and Is sn Indlspenslble elensnt of people's struggle. 

Self•eaanclpecIon, then, does not «ean the seperstlon of theory 
iron the nesses of working people, but the union of theory with 
the revolutionary Inscinets and experlance of working oeople and 
with tha ravolutlonary party so organised end so rooted that It 
is willing to take Instructions fron the working people's 
repressnCatlves. negative vanguardlsn, then, le not the quality 
of a revolutionary party working fron its hasa within tha working 
people, but a body giving orders to the working people and 
ignoring their best Instincts ss lll^infomed or superstitious. 


GHARACXERISATION OF XHE 
GUYANA TYRANT 


In the area of political activity, tht young revolutionary fought 
and struggled to live by his Ideals. Contact with Valter had the 
effect of refining crude political concepts as well as coarse 
political practice. Ha la not tha only one of his generation with 
fine standards, but be had, nore than any other, the authority; 
and strove iu general to set Che exa^le. 

He conducted his polenlcs in a nose inoffensive way, although, 
as the world knows and as Che oppressors know, he could put Iron 
In his language. As a non^rInker 1 have said Chat the best 
Justification I have beard for drinking la the line, "In this 
(bowl of wine) I bury all unkindness, Caaalua". Equally, as a 
non^^svearer, 1 have said that Rodney's vivid concept of "the 
Bumhaa Touch" Is the best Justification I have beard for coarse 
language. His jmblic baptise of Che dictator as King Kong sod 
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Mj mil know explontlon of the Bunhan Touch ublch, unlike 
Che Touch of Hides, turned ercrychlag touched ’to shit* showed 
hev keenly he tmderecood end hov keenly be felt Che gToasnsss of 
the tyranny In Cuyene. 

E^ARAMOUNXCY S« XHK UNIVERSITY 

Lee us now rsnlnd oureelvse of his precticel activities In Ouyane. 
Brother Rodney recumed to live end struggle in Guyana, but he 
always saw hlesslf as a Cerlbbeao cltlsen. Living in Guyana and 
bom there by an accldenc of history, be bad no trace of chauvlnlsa 
or narrow village politics In bis sake up. In returning to Guyana, 
he was only retuming to his particular base; end one of bis 
objectives was to be present in and with the Caribbean. He returned 
to Guyana under unfortunate clrcwstancea, because even before his 
return the reglee had decided to reverse the decision of the 
University's Acadealc Board to appoint hie bead of the Hletory 
departeent. They did thla, uelng e doctrine later proclaleed under 
the title of "petaeountcy of the party". Re went beck to Guyana, 
then, when the ruling party waa In the process of forvulstlng 
this doctrine, but was already acting on the besis of it end wes 
already extending Ita paraeouoccy to the university. He case back 
when the forvsclve steps in the escsbllshasnt of the Working 
<Feople'a Alliance were being nade and froa that period, nsds an 
liBortal contribution to that process. The state in Guyana, in 
fact, was already showing signs of developing to e new qualitative 
stage which, by 197B, we were ready to call dictatorship. 

C3ROUNDINOS WITH THE REORLE 
Brother Rodney at first grounded with various groups of people, 
over e vide area of the country, talking and getting their 
experiences snd learning froa chea. He held aore foraal education 
claeaes. Including aany with the bauxite workera, aimed at 
helping thea to use the general theoretical experlencea of nankind 
to understand thalr own situation better. The reason for this>kind 
of activity waa his bellaf In tba sclf-eaanclpatlon of the working 
class. He felt to his dying day that the only kind of eaanclpatloh 
vae aelf*eaancipatlon. 

* Thoae who try to dlagrace bia after hla death and to pretend 
that he had offered hlaaelf as a deliverer to the Guyanese people 
cannot be further from the truth, if they ere not directly 
alanderoua. It was somewhat the other way around. The Guyaneae 
nasaes aaw In Brother Rodney a dynamic force, a certain approach 
to society, a certain personality which they clalaed and eabraced 
as theirs, and which they saw as a vital Inatrument in tbelr 
liberetion. This relationship between the indlvldxial and society, 
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in choM pollttcnl C«rw» brought coonldorobU umom Co Che 
rullog cleeees. Opposed to eXX in the society who challenged their 
supreae authority; opposed to Che long*#tending revolutionary 
groups such as Che People's Progressive Farcy that had been on 
the scene for nearly 30 years; opposed also to the oev formations 
chat were coming into being such as the Working People's All lance» 
they devoted, at the level of Che state, a large aaount of time, 
energy and money and other resources to separating Chose 
organisatloos from Che mass of the population. 

They did so through control of the press sod radio. They vent 
into great detail in the machinery of reprceelon. It vae againet 
thle repreeaion that Walter Kodaey had to cohIc hie talente ee 
a priority. 


SOL I £>A.R I TV WITH OTHERS 
His exemplary commitment *vae e political ceetement. He cook no 
epecial delight in giving mere vorde of eolidarlty to the 
etrugglea of other eufferere in other perCa of the Ceribbean or 
Che reat of the reet of the world. In taking pert in the drefclng 
of a stacement on the flret eonlvereary of Che Grenada revolution, 
he contributed, among ochere, the following idee: "For the Working 
People'e Alliance, when we apeak of eolidarlty with the 
revolutionary people of Grenada and Zimbabwe and of aolldarity 
with the working people of the world, we underataod that we will 
each atend the mora effectively in support of the other for 
having llbereted our own countries." 


M08 X L X SBR AND TBAOHER 
It hss been ssid over and over again chat Walter Rodney, on hie 
home ground, emerged ae an unei^uallcd popular mobillaer, mainly 
in that Inatltution of the Caribbean maases, Che open-air meeting. 
His activity at thla level so effectively exposed Che laolecion 
of Che regime Chet it decided on the only solution of which 
bankruptcy is cepsbls - his physical removal. 

Yet of sore long-term danger to ell oppreaaore, as they have 
recognleed, was hia eklll aa a teacher, a role which be performed 
not only at his claases with bauxite workers and sugar workers, 
but sc Che msss open etr meetings chamselves. 

Within Che party etructure, he conducted polemic, ea has been 
said, with frstemsl courtesy. Be took pleasure in tbs careful 
examination of controversial propoaals and Ideaa, so that after 
e time everyone learned that there was a new and civilised way 
of conducting political controveray and argument. Juat aa he vae 
able to remove all myatery from African history and culture, so 
he was able to deperaonalise political polemics and argument. 
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IQ painty building, he struggled against all bureaucratic 
tendencies, all atteapts at overrent rail sat loo and all lapses 
Into elitlse In thought, word or deed. Be opposed 'vanguardlsa, 
that Is, any tendency on the part of tbe leadership to outrun 
the senbershlp, especially in things which were reaote Iron the 
■ass of nenbers end supporters, such as issues on foreign policy 
far reaoved froa the knowledge of the working claesee. Be 
strongly held that the party should speak in such a way that its 
declarations had weight because the aeabers and supporters saw 
then as valid and sensible. When a very vanguardlsh statenent 
was produced on a certain Intemetlonal Isaue, he uttered, 

"That's not where the party 1^". 

When we apeak of Rodney's Inpsct on hla audiences in Guyana, 
no section of tbe population la left out. The following eousnt 
by a Cuyanese leader that "Aa a black leader ... Dr Rodney 
attracted nany of tbe People's National Congress' disillusioned 
supporters, who ere predoalnently Afro-Caribbean" appears to 
aeny an artificial and unreal exclusion of other Cuyeneee fru 
Che general civil rebellion of 1979, spearheaded by Che T'orklng 
People's Alliance with Rodney as tbe foruosC people's tribune. 

Such an analysis nsy be synpCosMtlc of an obeeeelon with 
■alntalnlng the political structures as they developed fron 19S5 
to 1977 or 1978; end strikes a.blow against the naw political 
attitudes of Che people of ell races In Guyeoe who have been 
seeing the Working People'.; Alliance as a rallying point. 

Of a slnllar tsodsney la the vlsw that tha WPA's call to nasa 
struggla agalnac tha dlctatorahip, nade in chs first place 
through Rodney, wee e subjective reepoose of tbe speaker, or was 
In any eenec prenaturt. 

Rodney had alerted not only the tfPA, but tha whole population, 
to tha not unlikely poaolblllty of a Baltlan destiny for Guyana. 

Once the VPA bad diagnosed chat eba people, Che whole people, was 
fsced with the consolidetlon of a dictatorship, in our esse, by 
cooecituCion, it was necseeary to give notice, not to Che regine, 
but to the people so Chet they could prepare for e exfprene 
historic duty of self-defence. And for Chose who do not understand 
tbe total dlsanaosnt. Chat is, unamsd state, of the non-PNC 
najorlty of Che population, tbe call had to be nade precisely 
because tbe revolutionary forces ere without arms. 

The call and the civil rebellion which preceded and followed 
it raleed Che rebellloueneas of Che Guyanese nessea end their 
confidence In their own power to new belghte. It is against this 
coneciouenees that Bumhan's four armies, Che IMP end tbe strategy 
of iaperiallan ere all poised. 

"And finally, they killed him." 

At the explosion of that fatal Instrument of death on June 13, 

1960, Che »rtal life of Walter Rodney cane to an end by assassination. 
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This booklet contains two articles on Walter Rodney 
by Ex^si Kwayana. The firsts a description of "those 
days" was written in early 1985 in response to a 
request from friends of Walter associated with the 
Walter Rodney bookshop and the Race Today Collective 
in the UK. A first edition of 200 copies was printed 
and published by the Working People's Alliance for 
June 13, 1988. Since then there have been many calls 
for reprint but we have been unable to do so until 
now. The second briefly discusses Rodney's contribution 
to the struggle for bread and justice. It was written 
in 1961 and published in "Sign of the Tines" by the 
Walter Rodney Memorial Consnittee and the WPA Support 
Group, UK on the occasion of the first anniversary of 
the assassination. 

The cover art is by Abbyssinian. The Walter image 
was reproduced by Brian Rodway from a police photograph 
in the state's "WPA Recognition Handbook". 

This volxine is published by the Working People' s 
Alliance, June 1968, Rodney House, 45 Croal Street, 
George town, Guy ana. 

Printed by THE CATHOLIC STANDARD LTD 
293 Oronoque Street, Georgetavn, Guyana 
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